
Seated: Mary Corey (Treasurer), Laura Hensler (Vice President), Alex Baumgartner (President), 
Helen Baumgartner (Secretary). Standing: Horace McCarter (Publicity), Emma Dunham (Trustee), 
Earle Scoggins (Sergeant at Arms), Virginia Borsos (Trustee), John Ruley (Historian), Kay Wolfe (Trustee). 

We thank our founding members Mr. and Mrs. Alex and Helen Baumgartner, their family, and peers for 
establishing our premiere Baumgartner Collection. The collection captures a historical snapshot of life in 
Essex and Middle River, Maryland. The collection contains nearly 300 categorical binders documenting 
our community activities with articles, pamphlets, and photographs from 1969 through the 1980s. The 
Heritage Society has scanned the collection to our website to share with our extended community. As 
we continue to build new collections, we are seeking new materials such as photographs and ephemera 
that pertain to the community and business history of Essex and Middle River. Please contact 
essexmuseum@gmail.com if you have historical memories or items to donate or would like to become a 
member. 

The Heritage Society of Essex and Middle River, Inc. 
516 Eastern Blvd, Essex, Maryland 21221 

essexmuseum.com 

Collections processed and scanned by: Rita Sellers, Jenny Parish, and Scott Huffines 

mailto:essexmuseum@gmail.com
http://www.essexmuseum.com/
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J. Austin Deitz 
Chief 

Dear Sirs: 

Baltimore County Fire Department 

Towson, Maryland 21204 

825-7310 

January 13, 1971 

Enclosed, as per your request, is a photograph of the dedication of 
the new Essex Fire Station located at 800 Myrth Avenue in Essex, Maryland • 

me. 

LHM/bg 

The dedication took place on October 9, 1970. 

If I can be of any future service to your organization, please contact 

Yours truly, 

~/P/?~r& 
Louis H. Murphy, Captain 
Office of Planning and Information 
BALTIMJRE CXlUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENT 

Enclosure (1) 

/1/o. If 5 
0 





LETTER~ 
TO TllE EDITOR 

Lauds Rockaway Beach VFD 

For Help In Storm Clean-up 

Dear Editor: 
I would like to take this 

opportunity to publicly thank the 
Rockaway Beach Volunteer Fire 
Department for their continous 
hard work, all night, trying to clear 
the roads, when the storm hit our 
area on Monday, June 14th. Not 
only did they try to clear the roads 
but they came to each house 
offering assistance. 

Next on the Thank you list are 
the men of the Balto. Gas and 
Electric Co., the C. & P. Telephone 
Co. and last but not least, the 
County men, who are still working. 
All did more than their share to 
help make life a bit more livable. 

I am sure all other Volunteer 
Fire Companies helped in their 
areas, but those of us in the 
Rockaway Beach Area take off our 
hats to our neighbors in the Fire 
Company. 

Bless all of you and thank you! 
Sincerely yours, 
Ellen F. Cripps 

Box 675 G. Rosalie Ave. 

. Congressman Clarence D. Long has 
introduced legislation to make 
volunteer firemen, ambulance drivers", 
and resue squads eligible for em
ployees' compensation fund disability 
and death benefits, which are ad- · 
ministered by the federal government. 

In introducing his bill, Rep. Long 
said, "This is one way in which we can 
repay these men, if only partially, for 
the risks they take for all of us." There 
are 800,000 volunteer firemen in the 
United States, and 16,400 in Maryland. 

Rep. Long said the need for this type 
of legislation was brought to his at
tention when he learned that the widow 
of a volunteer fireman in Baltimore 
County receive only a $.5,200 insurance 
payment and $50 a month. 

Rep. Long also paid tribute on the 
House floor to the four volunteer 
firemen, Douglas Muller and Charles 
Hopwood of the Cowenton Volunteer 
Fire Department, and Warren E. 
Shaffer and Milton C.R. Desombre of 
the Bowley's Quarters Volunteer Fire 
Department, who drowned attempting 
to rescue four people trapped in a car in 
the Gunpowder River during the 
August flood. 

A testimonial dinner in honor of the 
f ou~ firemen drowned in the line of duty 
durmg the August 1 floods will be held 
Saturday, December 4, at the Eastwind 
on Pulaski Highway. 
In announcing the event, Chairman 

George P. Jones, of the Middle River 
Volunteer Fire Company said the 
dinner is designed to raise funds for the 
"Four Firemen's Relief Fund." 

The fund was set up to provide 
finaIJcial aid for the families affected 
by the tragedy when it was learned that 
the men's insurance would not 
adequately cover these needs. 

- So far the fund has had moderate 
success. In recent weeks, however, 
support for the fund has begun to 
tapper off. 

Mr. Jones said that "at the time of 
the tragedy, many residents of the 
community were deeply concerned 
over the lives that were lost. In many 
cases, both private citizens and service 
clubs came around asking what they 
could do to help." 

He said that while benefits have been 
held f?r the fund by various groups, "a 
coordinated effort was needed to 
provide the money the fund needs while 
at the same time honoring the men who 
died in the tragedy." 

"This is why we came upon the idea 
of the testimonial dinner. It is the one 
way we can accomplish both of our 
goals," said Jones. 

Tickets for the event can be obtained 
by calling George Jones at 687-0411. {) 

Volunteer Firemen 
To Play In Benefit 
Football Game Sunday 

The Middle River volunteer firemen 
will play the Cowenton volunteer 
firemen in a benefit football game at 
the Wilson Point football field on 
Sunday, October 17, 4 p.m. 

The game, which also features the 
. "Great Pumpkin" who will give away 
pumpkins for Halloween, will benefit 
·the families of the four volunteer 
firemen who were drowned during the 
August 1 storm. 

Refreshments will be sold <!_uripg the 
game. ElSE~ -f11fk•,j ()Ct·"'1 1tt ii 

To Lost Firemen, Others 
~ 9-.:J-7/ 

Dear Editor: 
The men of the Baltimore County 

Fire Departments have not been 
forgotten. To those who have passed 
from this plane of existence due to the 
!"loods on August 1, 1971, their bravery 
1s remembered unto all of Eternity. To 
those who are still with us the same is 
true. 

An inner light shine for them and 
through them. This light is the light of 
love, a light which shines for humanity. 
Where there is love there is remem
brance. It is an eternal motion. 

The light from my being gives to each 
of them infinite love, a love which is 
now and forever. 

(Also) In repairing lines damaged by 
the past two storms, the Gas and 
Electric Company did an outstanding 
"ob. 

Each of the crew should receive a 
medal of high honor. 

God Bless them and those near and 
dear to them. 

Sincerely, 



Learn Safety 

Kindergarten students from Chase and' 
Seneca listen to Bowley's Quarters volunteer 
firemen, Tom Forwood, explain the 
firefighting equipment at the station. The 
firemen conducted demonstrations as part of 
the national Fire Prevention Week held 
October 3-9. 

-y~ 
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Essex Fire Station's Sparky engine, and one of the times she did, 
she stuck her head out the cab window 
and was knocked unconscious when she 
hit a telephone pqle, "E,ver since then 
she didn't like lo r.id~ on the engine," 
said the captain. · t;,,~ . . ~ A · 

Dies: Long Tradition Ends Being the last firffld9g u? tne county, 
Essex firemen's Sparky· was a well 
ublicized dog having been on telev-

Gone 
Forever 

Firemen William Brady, of 164 Cedar Creek 
Road, points to the grave of Sparky, the 
mascot at Essex Fire Station 7 for the past 16 
years and the last firedog allowed in 
Baltimore County. 

BY WAYNE GARNER 
The end of a long-standing fire 

department tradition ended in 
Baltimore County last week when the 
last white and black spotted Sparky fire 
dog in the county was killed at the 
Essex Fire Station No. 7 on Myrth 
Avenue. 

Sparky, the mascot at the Essex fire 
station for 16 years, was killed last 
Tuesday afternoon when a school bus 
loaded with elementary school children 
hit her as she lay resting underneath. 

Neither the bus driver, nor the 
children, who had toured the fire 
station and played with Sparky earlier, 
knew what had happened as they rode 
down Myrth Avenue. Sparky was found 
lying dead in lhe driveway by a laundry 
man turning into the station soon after 
the school bus left. 

Sparky now rests in a memorial 
gravesite at the base of the Essex 
Station No. 7's flagpole. The Essex 
firemen, according to Captain Harry E. 
Miller, of 1416 Waterford Road, will 
soon afix a plaque in Sparky's honor as 
the last of a breed in county fire 
department annals. 

Although the death of Sparky per
manently ends a well-known fire 
company tradition, it actually ended 
about 1en years ago when the county 
council adopted its present dog law 
making it illegal to allow dogs to run 
loose, and since there were several 
incidents where mascots at other ffre 
stations in the county had bitten 
residents, the fire department decided 
to forbid any more mascots. Essex's 
Sparky, according to Captain Miller, 
was allowed to stay at the station 
because she had been there since April, 
1955, when Firemen Otis Hall brought 
the pup to the station, and the men 

adopted her as their mascot. 
"This was the only life she ever 

knew," commented Captain Miller as 
he and several other firemen relived 
entertaining incidents with Sparky. 

"Sparky was a good ole dog," 
remarked one fireman, William Brady, 
of 164 Cedar Creek Road. She kept 
many a fireman on late hour duty 
company, he recalled. 

"Yeah," Captain Miller interjected. 
Down at the other station on Eastern 
Boulevard when the fire department 
had the old ticker tape alarm system 
that rang bells to alert the fire station, 
Sparky would count the number of 
rings, seven for Essex Station No. 7, 
and when it stopped on the seventh 
ring, she would bark and "carry on". 
Then, when the old system was 
replaced by the radio alert system, and 
a dispatcher in Towson would call for 
Essex, Sparky "went wild" as soon as 
she heard the word "Essex." 

She even stood roll call with the men, 
Captain Miller said. 

She was friendly toward children, 
adults, everyone, he said. "All except 
p ncemen," one fireman laughlng!y 
blurted. Yeah, the fire captain ex
plained, every time a policeman, ex
cept for a few of the older ones, would 
come around, Sparky would dart after 
them. 

Sparky, which Captain Miller 
described as "fox terrier and part 
everything else," wanted "door service 
24 hours a day,'' said the captain 
remembering some of her quirks. 
"There's eight doors in this station; 
and if seven doors were open, she'd sit 
in front of the eighth barking until 
someone came to open it." 

Sparky seldom rode on the fire 
(Continued on page 4) 
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READY FOR ACTION--Fire engines are backed into the bays of the response to fires slower and more hazardous. The new building h 
new station. The $275,000 facility replaces the engine house at 516 space for two engines, an ambulance and a jeep. 

Eastern Avenue which was in a congested traffic area making 
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Middleborough VFD To Hold Viewing 
The Middleborough Volunteer Fire Department cordially invites be Wednesday, Thursday and Friday (Nov. 13-15) from 6 to 8 
the community to see the newest and largest ·piece of fire p.m. and on Saturday and Sunday from noon to 8 p.m. A light 
equipment in Baltimore County, consisting of a 1,000 gallon refreshment will be served. 
tanker and a 1,000 gallon pumper. The viewing of the engine will 



Officials Break Ground For Essex Fire Station 
FOR BETTER FIREFIGHTING-Baltimore County Fire 
Department chief, J. Austin Deitz, (right) and Baltimore County 
Council Chairman Harry J. Bartenfelder (D.,5th) heave the first 
dirt shoveled the other week at the $275,000 Essex Fire Station 
site on Myrth Avenue between Mace and Marlyn Avenues. Others 
in the photo above are: (1-r) Battalion Chief Charles C. Grebe, 
Deputy Chief Charles L. Naylor and Chief Deputy Donald T. 
Warren. 

The new fire house, which will replace the Eastern Boulevard 
Number 7 station now used, will be one-story high. The new 
station will have two bays, a 40-foot hose tower, and a partial 
basement with a fall-out shelter and a dormitory for the three 
shifts manned by 42 firefighters. Construction of the masonry 

fire station is expected to start soon, and when completed an 
manned, speeding to fires from the Myrth Avenue site will hel 
ease some of the traffic problems now encountered during rush 
hours at the Eastern Boulevard station. 

The new station will house two fire engines, an ambulance, and 
a jeep to serve an area from North Point Boulevard to Back River 
Neck and Stemmers Run Roads and south of Pulaski Highway to 
Back River. 

Chief Deitz said that the Myrth Avenue station is part of an 
overall five year expansion program that calls for one or more 
new facilities each year. Other fire stations at Fullerton and Back 
River are now in the planning stage. 



THE EASTERN BEACON, Wednesday, October 9, 1963 

Middle River Volunteer Rescue 
Y·ear Squad Marking 15th 

On Saturday, Oct. 12, your 
Middle River Ambulance Rescue 
Co. will celebrate it's 15th anni
versary with a dinner party for 
its members and special guests.· 

In September, 1948, your 
ambulance co. was started by the 
Vil - Gar improvement associa
tion when a child in Victory 
Villa needed an ambulance and 
none was available. It has been 
a hard struggle over the past 
15 years to obtain the well trained, 
well equipped company that exists 
today. 

We started with a used am -
bulance parked in the driveway 
of a member's home and have 
moved six times since to 1 room 
waterless garages. We started 
out making about 100 calls in a 
year and have increased this to 
the present 1800 calls per year. 
Our crews are as well trained 
as any ambulance crew in the 
county. They have taken the stan
dard and advanced courses in 
first aid plus the newest training 
called "In Hospital Training''. 
In this course, the men put 50 
hours training in accident rooms 
of hospitals learning directly 
under the doctors there the pro
per way to treat and handle 
patients of all kinds. 

Our 1st new ambulance was 
our 1953 Pontiac, followed in 
1956 with our new Caddy. Before 
these two vehicles were used, 
one's such as our Buick, and our 
1938 Packard and a 1951 panel 
truck were in service. Today 
we have 2 first - line vehicles 
a 1958 Cadillac and our ne.,,; 
1963 Pontiac, plus our Rescue 
truck and boat. These vehicles 
are now sheltered from the dama
ging elements by our large new 
building, which also provides the 
men and women of our company 
the first real comfortable head
quarters they have ever had . 

We own most of our progress 
in the past 15 years to the people 
of our community who have sup-

ported us so faithfully on our 
annual fund drive and raffles. 
We hope they will continue to 
support us so we can continue 
to serve them in the prompt 
way we have been doing. 

Also, we wish to thank the many 
men and women, who over the 
past 15 years, have served and 
still serve their community by 
donating a great part of their 
free time as volunteers in the 
service of our company. The 
great community spirit shown 
by these men and women who 

4 Firemen ,_,,_ ,, 
Rep. Glarcnce D. Long D., Md. 

has introduced legislation to make 
volunteer f i rem e n, ambulance 
drivers, and rescue squads eligi
ble for employes' compensation 
fund disability and death bene
fits , which are administered by 
the federal government. 

In intmducing his bill, Long 
said, "This is one way in which 
we. can repay these men, i! only 
partially, for the risks they take 
for all of us." There are 800,000 
volunteer firemen in the United 
States, and 16,400 in Maryland. 

Long said the need for this ty[Y.) 
of legislation was brought to hi~ 

I attention when he learned that 
the widow of a volunteer firemen 

\

in Baltimore County would re
ceive only a $5,200 insurance pay
ment and $50 a month. 

He also paid tribute on the 
House floor to the four volunteer 
firemen from Middle River -
Douglas Muller and Charles ;Hop
wood of the Cowenton Volunteer 
Fire Department, and Warren E. 
Shaffer and Milton C. R. Desom
bre of the Bowley's Quarters 
Volunteer Fire Department -
who drowned attempting to rescue 
four people trapped in a car in 
the Gunpowder River during the 
August flood. 

"Hundreds of re~cue personnel 
in the Baltimore area w o r k e rJ 
long hours to relieve the victims 
of 1his ilood," Rep. Long said. 
"Their courage and determination 
deserves the highest praise." 

man our station 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week, is what makes 
a community like ours worth 
living in. 

This company has also saved 
the county about $75 ,000 per 
year, which is what it would 
cost them to install a station 
this size and well equipped. 

Happy anniversary to the Mid
dle River Ambulance Rescue Co.! 

P.S. -- New Years Party tickets 
are now on sale. It will be held 
from 10 P.M. til. Tickets are 
$5 per person. 



I . 

Firemen Host .Open House To Display Engine 
OPEN HOUSE FEATURES NEW ENGi NE --- The Middle River Volunteer Fire Company is 
holding an open house April 27, 1-6 p.m., to show off the firemen's recently purchased $33,000 
diesel pumper---the largest capacity pumper in the county. The new pumper emits 1250.gallons of 
water per minute and it carries over 3,000 feet of hose. 

~ ''· ff(,J ~;;t~ f3r.o•~ 

as A Busy Year 
For Essex Fire Co. ~ 10 

~"~==,.,.., • 

fire Destroys 
Cozy Inn 

Fire of undetermined origin 
gutted the Cozy Inn at 1907 Eastern 
avenue early last Wednesday 
morning. Regular and volunteer 
firemen limited · the damage to 
the building, preventing fire from 
spreading to the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. Joseph Palugi. 

The explosion of bottles of 
whiskey added fuel to the fire. 
Owner Phillip Powell, 2216Gray
thorn, has not estimated the 
damage yet. 

Two alarms brought fire com
panies from Essex, Bowley' s 
Quarters, Hyde Park, Middle
borough and Middle River. 

The Essex Fire Co. has had 
a busy year so far this year. It 
has responded to 216 fire calls. 
This is in addition to the many 
other emergency calls, such as 
accidents, wr.~n the company's 
services are required. 

Fire 

Jail 
House Here Used As 

Squabble 
The fire house ambulance has 

made 753 runs so far this year. 
This past week, Essex company 

had 13 calls, including an assort
ment of field, auto and house 
fires. 

The house fire was in the home 
of Franklin Gramer, of Anne 
avenue Essex and two volunteer 
outfits, Middleborough and Hyde 
Park, responded to this call. 
The fire was confined to the 
bathroom where it broke out. 
Damage was estimated at several 
hundred dollars. _,\: 

In Racial 
The Middle River Fire House 

was used as a temporary jail, 
over the 4th of July holiday, to 
house some 40 demonstrators 
who had been arrested at Gwynn 
Oak Park. 
The demonstrators were brought 

to the fire house when the County 
Police ran out of other quarters 
to house them, They arrived about 
3:30 an last Friday and were held 
there until 6:45 that night. 

Food and bedding were brought 
in from other locations by Bal-

timore County, and restroom 
facilities were provided at the 
station. 

The demonstrators were kept 
in the clean and spacious base
ment of the ultra-modern build
ing. 

Capt, Robert Granruth and his 
crew perforr ed their normal 
work duties cturing the time the 
prisoners were kept at the fire 
house. 

Police guards and matrons 
were present during the confine-
ment. .,,( 
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Second Graders learn 
Dentistry, Fire Fighting 

Middle River Volunteer Firemen George 
Dulina, Dick Eckles, and Earl GrC1y show 
Ha'wthorne second graders equipment 
carried on a fire engine during a career 
community involvement currently being 



~n Myrth Ave. 

Essex Fire Station 
News - ll-"1filt1t.A,v (Yl11r l?,.19' 9 

Begins Construction 
Baltimore County Bureau 

Construction has started on a $275,000 fire station 
on Myrth Ave. betwen Mace and Marlyn Aves. in 
Essex. 

The new station is part of a Essex-Back River Nt:'rk 
five-year expansion of Baltimore generally extending from North 
County's fire deparement. Others Pt. Blvd. to Back River Neck 
stations are to be located at and Sremmers Run Rd., and 
Fullerton and Back River. south of Pulaski Hwy. to Back 

De.tz .d River. An estimated 43,200 people 
cmEF J. _AUST_IN I saJ live in that vicinity. ,,_, .... _.,=•"-

the new station will replace old 
number 7 on Eastern Ave. Its 
relocations. in addition to provid
ing a modern facility, awill ease 
possible traffic problems, par
ticularly du:-ing the rush hours. 

At the new site, apparatus will 
leave by the front entrance aod 
return through ~ rear, thus elim
inating the necessity for backing 
in as done at the older building. 
Two engines, an ambulance and 
a jeep will be assigned to the 
relocated station. 

One story high, the masonry 
structure will have two bays; a 
40-foot hose tower; a partial 
basement with a fall-out shelter 
and a dormitory for the three 
shifts of 42 fire fighters. 

MAPP CONTRACTING Com
pany is to erect the building in 
180 working days. Grading is un
der way. Benjamin Brotman of 
Baltimore is the architect. Work Resumes On Essex Fire Station 

Essex fore company serves the WO RK RESUMES-- Construction work resumed last week on the 
Myrth Avenue Essex Fire Station after the Mapp Contracting 
Company, which w~ first contracted to do th work, was forced 
to stop work at the site in mid-September. Th $2 7' ,000 fire 
'itation is now being constru t cJ by F. . Eyr 11111 mt Sons 
Company. The station is curr ntly 20 to 25 p 11 rit ornplt t cJ , 



- "" J. Austin Deitz, chief of the Baltimore and Marlyn Avenues. Others in photo, from 
County Fire Department, right, and County left, are Battalion Chief Charles C. Grebe. 
Council Chairman Harry J. Bartenfelder, sec- Deputy Chief Charles L. Naylor, and Chief 
ond from right, wield shovels during ground- Deputy Donald T. Warren. Two engines, an am
breaking May 13 for the new $275,000 Essex bulance and a jeep will be housed in the new 
Fire Station on Myrth Avenue, between Mace building. 

Construction has started for 
the new $275,000 Essex Fire Sta
tion on Myrlh Avenue, between 
Mace and Marlyn A venues, fol
lowing a groundbreaking May 
13. 

The new station is part of a 
five-year expansion of Baltimore 
County's fire department call
ing for one or more new facili
ties each year. Others in the 
planning stage are to be located 
at Fullerton and Back River. 

Baltimore County Council 
Chairman Harry J. Bartenfelder 
and Chief J. Austin Deitz of the I 
Fire Department participated in 
the ceremony along with Chief 
Deputy Donald T. Warren, De
puty Chief Charles L. Nailor 
and Battalion Chief Charles C. 
Grebe. 

Chief Deitz said the new sta
tion will replace old Number 7 
on Eastern A venue and its re
location, in addition to provid
ing a modern farilitary, will 
ease possible traffic problems, 
pai4ticularly during the rush 
hours. 

At the new site, apparatus 
will leave by the front entrance 

and return through the rear, 
thus eliminating thti necessity 
for backing in as done at the 
older building. Two engines, an 
ambulance and a jeep will be 
assigned to the relocated station. 

One story high, the masonry 
structure will have two bays; a 
(Please turn to Page lOA, Col. 8) 

---0- 1:1 

The new $275,000 Essex Fir 
Station at 800 Myrth Avenue wil 
go into service July 31, whe 
equipment and men will mov 
from the old engine house a 
516 Eastern Avenue. 

Baltimore County Counci 
Chairman Harry J. Bartenfel 
er will share the speaking pr 
gram with Fire Chief J. Austi 
Deitz, who is scheduled to giv 

I the order that will officiall 
place the new station in oper 
ion. 

The new two-bay, driv 
through building is a replac 
ment for the old location wher 
raf ic congestion on the heavil 

traveled Eastern Avenue, parti 
cularly rush hours, makes mov 
ment of fire apparatus both diffi 
cult and hazardous, according t 
Chief Deitz. 

Quartered at the new site 
which is just seven-tenths of 
mile from the building to b 
vacated, equipment will thu 
make faster responses to alarms 
Essex engines are the first du 
companies from the Back Rive 
bridge east to the Middle Rive 
bridge and from the Penn Ce 
tral Railroad to Eastern Avenu 
an area of approximately seve 
miles. 

The Essex companies also re 
pond with various voluntee 
companies from the city - count 
line to the Middle River Bridg 
and from the Penn Central Rai 
road to the waterfront at th 
end of Back River Neck Roa 
This area of about 30 squar 

. · es encompasses the Esse 
I community and parts of Middl 
. boro •h, c away Beach an 
' de. 'rk 

. E_ssex's new fire station j 
s1mllar to the recently occupie· 
Randallstown building and a 
lows returning equipment to ei 
te~ t~rough the rear, thus el 
~mating the possibility of blocl 
mg traffic during the backin 
manuevers. 

One story high, the bric 
structure has a 40-foot hose to 
er and in addition to space fo 
tw_o engines, an ambulance a~ 
a Jeep, has sleeping quarters f~ 
18 firefighters and a mode 
classroom-kitchen. Proximity 
ambulance crew quarters to t 
Watch Room will facilities a 
swers _to calls for assistance. 

Ben1amin Brotman was arch 
tect. for the new Myrth Avenu 
station and construction was b 
E. Eyring and Sons Co. 

The old building on Easter 
A venue was originally used b 
both the fire department a 
the police and cost about $29 6 
when placed in service in 192 
A second bay was opened 
1933. 



ESSEX-MIDDLE RIVER, MARYLAND (21221) TIIURSDAY, JULY 30, 1970 TWO SECTIONS 

• 
ire 
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The new $275,000 Essex 
Fire Station at 800 Myrth 
Avenue will go into service 
July 31st, when equipment 
and men will move enmass 
from the old engine house at 
516 Eastern Avenue. 

Baltimore County Council 
Chairman Harry J. 
Bartenfelder will share the 
speaking program with Fire 
Chief J. Austin Deitz, who is 
scheduled to give the order 
that will officially place the 
new station in operation. 

The new two-bay, drive
through building is a 
replacement for the old 
location where traffic 

congestion on the heavily approximately seven miles. 
traveled Eastern Avenue, The Essex companies also 
particularly rush hours, respond with various 
makes movement of fire volunteer companies from 
apparatus both difficult and the City-County line to the 
hazardous, according to Middle River Bridge and 
Chief Deitz. from the Penn Central 

Quartered at the new site, Railroad to the waterfront at 
which is just seven tenths of the end of Back River Neck 
a mile from the building to Road. This area of about 30 
be vacated, equipment will square miles encompasses 
thus make faster responses the Essex community and 
to alarms. Essex engines parts of Middleborough, 
are the first due companies Rockaway Beach and Hyde 
from the Back River bridge Park. 
east to the Middle River Essex's new fire station is 
bridge and from the Penn similar to the recently 
Central Railroad to Eastern occupied Randallstown 
Avenue, an area of building and allows 

· ·----------~~~~~~~- -~~~~-1-=--~- ~ . 
~-- ~- , ____ =-----------

returning equipment to enter 
through the rear, thus 
eliminating the possibility of 
blocking traffic during the 
backing manuevers. 

One story high, the brick 
structure has a 40-foot hose 
tower and in addition to 
space for two engines, an 
ambulance and a jeep, has 
sleeping quarters for 18 
firefighters and a modern 
classroom-kitchen. Prox
imity of ambulance crew 
quarters to the Watch Room 
will facilitate answers to 
calls for assistance. 

Benjamin Brotman was 
architect for the new Myrth 

Avenue station and 
construction was by E. 
Eyring and Sons Company. 

The old building on 
Eastern Avenue was 
originally used by both the 
fire department and the 
police and cost about $29,634 
when placed in service in 
1921. A second bay was 
o ned in 1933. ~ 



............ .. 
FIRE HOUSE DEDICATED - Fire 
fig·hter Patrick Gibson shows his 
family around during open house fol· 
lowing the dedication of ti e new Es· 

Rock Is Firefighter 
At Vietnam Air Base 

The differeni::e be~ween hfe emergency, Sergeant Rock-· 
. [ To be ready for an 

and death to p~ots m !1eed at who originally receive 
Da Nang AB, Vietnam~ 1£ ~ften intensive training in his field
determined by the timelmess has continued perfecting hi 
and pro f essi onalism ~f on-the-job performance with 
firefighters mch as U.S .. Air the 366th Civil Engineering 
Force Staff Sergeant Francis R. Squadron throughout his one 
Rock, son of Mr. and Mrs. John months in Southeast Asia. 
E. Rock, of 32 Riverside Road. In addit ion to the crucial 

With 30 seconds after an alert responsibility of crash rescue, 
is received, Sergeant Rock, a he is trained to serve as a 
cra&h rescue team member, is fireman for air evacuation 
s p e e di~ g t .ow a rd a operations--a i;afety precaution 
predetermmed site on the observed in case fire occurs in 
runways. or near evacuation aircraft. 

The sergeant's team stan~s Truck crews from his unit 
ready to prepare the runway m 
advance of the landing. 
Operating from a truck, they 
can foam 5,000 feet of runway 
in seven minutes with a liquid 
chemical designed to reduce 
fric tion. 

During such an emergency 
firefighters also are included 
among the crews of HH-43 
Pedro helicopters used for 
additional fire suppression and 
for rescue. 

·regularly are stationed at either 
side of the runways._ to observe 
routine landings. 

The 366th Civil Engineering 
Squadron firefighters also 
conduct flightline surveillance 
by checking preventive 
procedures observed in 
refueling, maintenance and 
other operation&. 

While serving at Da Nang, 
Sergeant Rock ia a member of 
Pacific Air Forces, headquarters 
for air operations in Southeast 
Asia, the Far East and the 
Pacific Area. 

He attended Kenwood High 
School , and completed 
requirements for his diploma 
after entering the service. c1 



4 <?+1 ~f). kA 
rlu i ~ 31s-

r~~ ?6 ~ ~1)5.t?· 
q4,, - ~ +o SC- ht.R ---d' "'--/ ( A'c 

rf~# /.S- o.;i,-Nt>~<f 
F~ $: ~~ 7~ 
1~~~~d~tJ~ rt. ~" '< •C #70(-"' 



VIqlLANT FJ~]EPT. 

-.. 





12 THE EASTERN BEACON, Wednesday, December 5, 1962 

New ·emergency reporting system through which Baltimore County 
citizens may telephone fire, police and ambulance calls directly to 
Fire Bureau Headquarters is inspected by , left to right, William 
E. Fornoff, administrative officer; Christian H. Kahl, former county 
executive; and Winfield H. Wineholt, fire chief. ] .L. Spiart, of the 
C and P. telephone company's marketing department, is, at right. 
The new system, to be installed soon, will place over 900 of these 
special outdoor telephones at locations throughout the county. The 
new system will replace the present fire alarm box system. Dir ect 
phone calls in event of fires and emergencies will still be made 
from homes. 

In explaining how the new system will work, Fire Chief Winfield 
tneholt said, "The central dispatcher will be able to obtain 
my person calling in, the exact location of a fire or other 

. ncy and he may also secure detailed information concerning 
the nature o f the emergency. He can then get the necessary men 
and equipment directly to the scene. C> 

~------/J.-q. - /'f'-J 
12 THE EASTERN BEACON, 

New Fire House 
Slated For Essex 

A new fire house is being plan
ned for the Essex area, but con
struction will probably not be
gin until 1966. The new station 
will be located on Myrth ave. 
next to St. Calre's church. Ne
gotiations for purchase of the land 
are now underway according to a 
spokesman for the county Fire 
Bureau. 

Other fire stations are planned 
for Catonsville and Falls rd. and 
those stations have priority over 
the new Essex installation. 

The present Essex fire house 
goes back more than 30 years 
and, according to the Fire Bureau, 
is antiquated and overcrowded. It 
is not possible to install more 
modern equipment because of 
the space limitations at the present 
fire house. 

No information is yetavailable 
on the cost of the new fire sta
tion. 

(/ 

Firefighter I 
Larry Cohen of the Middle River Am
bulance and Rescue Service, displays 
a certificate awarded him after com
pleting ·10 days of training at the 
Baltimore County Fire Academy. He 
was one of a group of 25 members of 
volunteer fi re companies or rescue 
squads who earned the designation 
Fir.efighter I. -;' {) 

) - _J , ·) - .'f /<1 ~??. .,__ 



Heart illness forces Essex Man 
To R~fire A f Age 44 As fire Chief 

f -JO -7 3 ;;;u~....,_. Deposits which doctors say normally Mr. Ruley's operatio/ was such a ; 
BY MICHELE HANNON build up over 20 years were found in the success, the doctor told him he was 

arteries after only 2 years, Mr. Ruley capable of going back to heavy duty 
What kind of life is left for a man 

forced to retire at the age of 44 because 
of a serious heart illness-especially 
when he is used to the rigors of the fire 
department and the bustle of the fire 
training academy? 

Eugene 'f. Ruley, ex-fire batallion 
chief for Baltimore County, still has a 
lot of living to do. Fishing, swimming, 
playing cards, and taking care of the 
yard of his home on Stuart St. are what 
he likes best--now he has the time and 
the strength to really enjoy them. 

Four months ago, though, Mr. Ruley 
spent all of his time in bed or sitting up 
in a chair, stricken with arterial 
sclerosis. "I couldn't change cloths, 
bathe, or walk from room to room 
without having pain," he said. 

In February of 1971, Mr. Ruley 
suffered the heart attack which left him 
virtually an invalid. Tests just after the 
attack showed one of his coronary 
arteries to be beyond repair. Two years 
later, the same tests were ·performed. 
Doctors then discovered that a second 
artery was 90 per cent occluded. 

said. "I was taking 100 nitroglycerin a work within three months. "I can go 
week. The doctors said it was an back to work," the ex-fire chief said, 
operation or nothing--! had no choice," "but I don't intend to. Now that I'm 
he said. Mrs. Ruley told the doctors her retired, I'm going to enjoy myself." 
husband was a strong fighter. "They Asked if he missed the fire depart-
said it was the only prerequisite for the ment, Mr. Ruley said "I miss it 
operation," she said. terrible." He pointed to a fire depart-

On May 22 of this year, Mr. Ruley ment radio. "As soon as I hear a siren, 
underwent the heart surgery. Doctors on goes the radio," he said. 
performed a double bypass of the two Mr. Ruley started in the fire 
blocked arteries, using a vein taken department 20 years ago in Dundalk. 
from Mr. Ruley's leg. Three days after He then moved to Fullerton as a 
the operation, Mr. Ruley walked down lieutenant, then to Middle River as a 
the hall, and eight days later, went captain, and in 1967, taught at the fire 
home. "Doctors said it was the most academy in Towson. In 1969 he was 
amazing recovery they had seen--1 beat made batallion chief and took over the 
the record coming home by four days," academy. 
he said. "In four weeks I was fishing "The fire department has been good 
and swimming. I hadn't been able to do to us," he said. They treat me like I'm 
that in three years." still in, they never stopped coming to 

Fishing has been first on Mr. Ruley's visit." Just after h~ had. to ~etire, the 
list of activities since the operation. firemen presented him with his helmet, 
Mrs. Ruley said that if friends drop by hat, uniform, a plaque, and a cer-
and they are not home, they can usually tificate of appreciation. 
find them at Cox's Point with their Mr. Ruley and his wife Betty have 
fishing poles. been married for 24 years. They have 

Mr. Ruley owes his healthy life to two two children, Janice and Tom. Janice, 
doctors, Dr. Kenneth Lewis, a car- who is 21, works at Social Security, 
diologist at Franklin Square Hospital, while Tom, 22, is a layout artist at Park 
and Dr. Robert Brawley, a cardio- Sign. 
vascular surgeon at Johns Hopkins. "Life has really changed," Mrs. 

"I can't stop singing their praises," Ruley said. "Now I can't keep up with 
Mr. Ruley said. "They said I'd be a new him. He says he is born again, and I 
man, and they sure were right." agree." 



:Forwood Installed As President 

Of Cowenton :Fire Company 

Cowenton Volunteer Fire 
Company of White Marsh in
stalled their officers for 1978 at a 
dinner-dance held Jan. 7 at the 
fire hall. 

Persons installed by the Ladies 
Auxiliary were Lorraine Bolling, 
president; Mary Fitch, vice
president; Ruth Stermer. 
recording secretary; Barbara 
Chilcoat, corresponding 
secretary; Mary Lou Gerst. 
treasurer; Jean Schlogel. 
chaplain; and Diane Burrs. 
assistant chaplain . 

Nuala Polesne, Doris Burrs and 
Glenda Catron were elected to 
the board of directors. 

Fire company administrative 
officers installed were Thomas 
Forwood. president; Steven 
Makowski. vice -president: 
Robert Andrews. corresponding 
secretary; Wanda Reed. 
recording secretary; and John 
Berwick, treasurer . 

Members of the board of 
directors are Donald Chilcoat, 
chairman; William Schlogel; an~ 

Kim Van Gelder. Rev. Michael 
, Schleupner of St. Joseph ·s 

Catholic Church and Rev. Dr. C. 
David Jones of Cowenton United 
Methodist Church were installed 
as company chaplains . 

Fire suppression officers in
clude Charles Polesne. captain : 
Dennis Robert sol'\ . firs 
lieutenant : Kenneth Campbell 
and Randy Niles. secon 
lieutenants: Leroy Engll': Janet 
Chlan: Larry Shugars: John 
Berwick and John Pielert, 
sergeants. 

The Art La Morie "Outstandin 
Young I<'ireman of the Year' 
award was presented to duplicat 
winners Da\·id Funk and Charle. 
Polesne. Jr . Thl' award is give 
to those young members of th 
company who disting11is 
themsel\'CS by outstandin 
service in all areas of compan 
partilipation. 



....J baltlmore count~ 
executive office w TOWSON, MARYLAND 21204 

' (301)494-2450 

THEODORE G. VENETOULIS 
COUNTY EXECUTIVE 

Dear Community Leader: . 

February 6, 1976 

You are cordially invited to attend a dedication ceremony that 
will be held on Wednesday, February 11, 1976, at 11:00 a. m. at the 
Essex Fire Station, located at 800 Myrth Avenue. 

At this time, Chief Paul H. Reineke, and other fire officials, 
shall be placing in service a modern 1000 gallon Mack pumper, diesel 
powered, with an automatic transmission, deck monitor pipe and roomy 
compartments, which are needed to store. equipment. 

We are confident that this new pumper shall enable the Fire 
Department to provide the citizens of the Essex area with a high level 
of fire protection. 

I sincerely hope that these plans are convenient to yo.ur schedule 
and if you can attend, please telephone the Baltimore County Fire 
Department, Planning and Information Office, Acting Battalion Chief 
Frank R. Wilson (825..:7310). 

TGV/s 

s;:~-::r~ ~ /:/, s 
Theodore G. Venetoulis 
County Executive 



The TIMES 
Listening Post 

c .,,, '8•• TV 
Fire Coverage 4',:s.s-·'l-
"ow does the Baltimore County Fire Department 

decide which fire house is going to fight which fire? 
I understand that engines from Halethorpe and 

Pikesville fought that big fire in Catonsville last week. 
What would have happened if there was a fire in 
Halethorpe at the same time when all the engines were 
busy in Catonsville 1 

Does the Fire Department just say, "S·orry we can't 
send any,thing now. Call back later? " 

E.E. 
Very unlikely, says Captain Ernest Elgert of the 

Halethorpe Fire Station. The fire department has a com
plex but well organized back-up system that keeps all 
areas of the county· covered at all times. 

The dispatching of fire engines is done from a central 
location, 823-2020, the number that county citizens call 
to report a fire. 

When a call comes in, the dispatcher asks the caller 
'the cross street nearest to the address of the fire. 

By a cross file system, he then selects the appropriate 
" running card" which/rovides him with a list of fire 

· companies to be calle , in turn, to cover the existing 
fire, or if the fire becomes more serious, to aid the 
firemen already fighting the fire. 

The dispatcher is aware of the whereabouts of each 
engine and knows when to skip a company because he 
knows their engines are already involved in another 
call. J 

For example, a Halethorpe engine was on its way to 
Catons.ville last Friday night to fill in for the Catonsville 
company since Catonsville's engines were busy fighting 
the lumberyard fire. 

While Halethorpe was gone, the Lansdowne 
Volunteer Fire Company sent an engine to the 
Halethorpe station to cover in their place. 

When Lansdowne was called to help fight ~he fire, an 
engine from Dundalk filled in at the Halethorpe station 
to provide coverage. 

The cooperation between city and county paid and 
volunteer departments provides good fire protection 
for everybody; when your local firemen are out fighting 
a fire, som~body is always standing by in the event of 
another blaze. C 



Essex Fire 

/J~ t 'I' 
v-r ~ · 116 r 
Station 

Begins Construction 
Baltimore County Bureau 

Construction has started on a $275,000 fire station 
on Myrth Ave. betwen Mace and Marlyn Aves. in 
Essex. 

The new station is part of a Essex-Back River Neck 

l five-ye~r ~xpansion of Baltimore generally extending from North 
County s fire deparement. Others Pt. Blvd. to Back River Neck 

· stations are to be. located at and St\mJrners Run Rd., and 
Fullerton and Back River. south of Pulaski Hwy. to Back 

OHIEF J. AUSTIN Deitz said ~ver. An es~J?~ted 43,200 people 
the new station will replace old live in that vic1mty. 0 
number 7 on Eastern Ave. Its 
relocations, in addition to provid
ing a modern facility, awill ease 
possible traffic problems, par
ticularly du~ing the rush hours. 

At the new site, apparatus will 
!Pave by the front entrance ood 
return through t~ rear, thus elim
inating the necessity for backing 

, in as done at the older building. 
Two engines, an ambulance and 
a jeep will be assigned to the 
relocated station. 

One story high, the masonry 
structure will have two bays; a 
40-foot hose tower; a partial 
basement with a fall-out shelter 
and a dormitory for the 

, shifts of 42 fire fighters. 

MAPP CONTRACTING Com
pany is to erect the building in 
1!!0 working days. Grading is un
der way. Benjamin Brotman of 
Baltimore is the architect. 

~. 
'l 
.,,,~ •, 

;.~;:: 

t;.~~·~:.:::;···~~""' 
SHOVELING ALONG arry J. Bartenfelder, 
center, chairman of the Baltimore County Council, 
and County Fire Chief J. Austin Deitz break 
ground for new $275,000 Essex Fire Station being 
built on Myrth Ave., between Mace and Marlyn 

Aves. Looking on are, from left, Battalion Chief 
Charles C. Grebe, Deputy Chief Charles L. Naylor 
and Chief Deputy Donald T. Warren. Two engines, 
an ambulance and a resuce jeep will be housed in 
new building. 



Sparky 'Served' 18 Years 

~F~i_r_~-~-~_-e_~_ri~y~- L~~-n-~-e~M~a~~s=c~o~t~~~~~~oo~~~~~~ 
children were aware of the ace!- FOR HER first four years with past July 31, Sparky qUickly 

By PHILIP MANGER 
Baltimore County Bureau 

A tragic accident has brought to 
an end one of the oldest and best
loved traditions in the Baltimore 
County Fire Department. 

"Sparey," the lovable, terrier
like dog who has been mascot for 
the Essex Fire Station for nearly 
18 years, is dead. 

She was the last fire station 
mascot in the county. Fire stations 
in Baltimore County were ordered 
to get rid of theirdogs eight years 
ago.but Sparky, because she was 
already old, because she had been 
there so long, and because she 
would never leave her friends at 
the station, was allowed to re
main. 

SHE WAS KILLED around 1:25 
Tuesday afternoon when a school 
bus full of second graders from 
Deep Creek Elementary School 
ran' over her as it was taking the 
children back to the school after a 
tour of the station. 

Earl Bell, who had been a cap
tain at the Essex station until his 
promotion to battalion chief in 
1966, said she had apparently 
crawled under the parked school 
bus to get out of the sun. A pass
ing motorist saw the bus run over 
her as it left the parking apron, 
but neither the driver nor the 

dent. Engine House No. 7, Sparky went adapted to the change. 
Only 20 minutes earl'er, Sparky on numerous calls with the men, "In fact," said Bell, "she even 

had happily wagged her tail while on one occasion falling off the seemed to enjoy it." 
greeting the second grade class - truck. All that ended about 12 In recent years she hadn't been 
one of many classes of school years ago when - as a result of as spry and energetic as she used 
children who have greeted by several dogs becoming injured in to be. For a while she started 
Sparky over the years. falls from speeding fire trucks - getting overweight, and her 

"She loved children," said Bell, the Fire Bureau headquarters 1·n 
veterinarian had to put her on a 

"and was always kind to them. Towson forbade dogs to ride on d'et for a while. For the last few 
She never hurt anybody." the trucks anymore. years she had to lie down to drink 

SPARKY, WHO Bell described Sine then, she had in every her water. 
as "part Fox T e r r i e r - pa r t other way tried to live up to the 
something else," came fo the traditions of fire station mascots. 
Engine House No. 7 - then Shortly after her arrival, Sparky 
located at 516 Eastern Blvd. - learned to recognize the alarm 
April 11, 1954. signal for Essex, and when it went 

Although she was a mutt. and off, said Bell, "she would start 
not a Dalmation like most fire barking and would keep it up until 
dogs, the men fell in love with her the trucks pulled out of here. But 
just the same. Only two of the she would onlv do it when the 
company's 42 firemen _ am- alarm was for this stafon. She 
bulance driver Earl Moore and wouldn't pay any attention to 
fireman Calvin Leary _ have alarms calling other stations." 
been at the station long enough to ONE OF SPARKY'S attrihutes 
remember the day she came to which never ceased to amaze the 
them. men was her total, unalloved 

She quickly became one of the loyalty. She would never leave 'the 
most enthusiastic members of the station, and nobody ever had to 
company and was always - right worry about her wandering off or 
up until yesterday - first or se- out into the heavy traffic on 
cond to fall into formation for roll Eastern Boulevard. 
call. When the company moved to the 

As each man's name was called, " }_,. . ~ 
Sparky would answer too, and did~ l'Vf"'r 3 / f 
not break formation until the last 
man's name had been called. 

BUT SHE still made it to ~very 
roll ca.II, and she still barked at 
Essex alarms. And even though 
she spent a lot of time sleeping, 
she didn't mind being awakened
even yesterday - to greet a group 
of school children. 

The men of the Essex station 
buried Sparky in front of the flag 
pole on the station's front lawn 
and, in memory of her years of 
loyal service to the company, have 
ordered a plaque to mark her 
grave. 

Almost four years ago, Capt. 
Harry E. Miller, remarking on the 
headquarters ruling that Sparky 
would be allowed to stay at the 
station "until her days come to an 
end," said, "When that day com
es, it will be a very sad day at 
Engine House No. 7." 

Unhappily, that day has arrivedf 

M!JB•~.t',,,,,"'_! !~;~1(VJll~1W.~·:_·· : ~:···~~ 
. . . . " . ... - the men of the Rosedale Volunteer Fire Com· 

PROUDLY DI SP LA YING the first yellow fire engine In Baltl~or:I C~un~ro:,reambulance at ceremonies held last Sunday. 
pany. The Rosedale Company also dedicated the County s rs ye .,, 
(TIMES' Photo By Keith Weller.) I v / -



Wel>b Na1ned Honorary ChieJ 
3 ..23 -!?7f 

Local Heroes Honored .,. 

y "ire Department 
Several area heroes were 

honored by the Baltimore County 
Fire Department during 
graduation exercises for six new 
firefighters at Fire Department 
Headquarters last Friday. 

Mrs . Mary Webb, a third grade 
teacher at Mars Estates 
Elementary School, was ap
pointed an honorary Battalion 
Chief in recognition of the unique 
fire prevention program she 
developed and implemented at 
her school. 

Mary Webb 

Although she knew she would be 
awarded a certificate of 
recognition, the presentation of 
the badge completely surprised 
her. She broke into tears, and 
shortly after the honor joked, 
"That wasn't fair." 

Mrs . Webb's program was 
recently cited for excellence by 
the National Fire Protection 
Association . In this competition 
only three municipal fire 
departments achieved this high 
standard. 

The concept started in 1973 with 
the assistance of then-Captain of 
the Bowleys Quarters Volunteer 
Fire Company Ernest Mack, who 
c_!lme in to teach the six week 

course aimed at increasing the 
fire awareness of elementary 
school you~gstcrs. Two years 
ago, Captain Mack decided to 
relinq4ish the teaching chores to 
paid firefighter Lieutenant 
Cleveland Reynolds. 

The pair were awarded Cer
tificates of Appreciation for their 
contributions to the highly suc
cessful program at Mars Estates 
Elementary School. 

Chief Mary Webb is only the 
second citizen so honored. 

Alerted b cries of "fire" on 

December 15, 1977, John Joe 
Hook, a neighbor, left his home 
with his wife who spotted a 
flickering light in the window of 
28 Cutlass Ct. Mr. Hook, with 
another neighbor, Ronald Ness, 
forced entry into the dwelling-and 
extinguished the fleming kitchen. 

They immediately removec. the 
victim 1o the home of Mr. Hook 
where Mr. Ness admini~.tered 
m-0uth-to-mouth resuscitation 
until the victim revived. 

These two heroes were given 
Citizen Awards for their actions. 

Other recipients of citizen 
awards for acts of heroism in the 
area were awarded to Richard 
Smelser, Ms. Jeanne Chandler, 
and Ms. Eileen Schwab. 
Mr. Smelser was at the Carroll 

Island Bridge on June 25, 1977 
when he saw a small boat con
taining three men capsize in 
Seneca Creek. One victim 
became separated from the boat. 
Smelser jumped from the bridge 
and swam toward the victim 
against a strong current. 

Unfortunately, the victim 
disappeared beneath the water 
before Smelser could reach him. 
He continued to search, but to no 
avail. However, he remained on 
the scene to assist divers in the 
recovery of the victim. 

Ms. Jeanne Chandler and Ms. 
Eileen Schwab, both nurses, are 
credited with saving the life of a 
woman seriously injured in a 
traffic accident on the Beltway 
between Route 7 and Interstate 
95. Although one victim died on 
impact, the two nurses kept the 
woman alive by maintaining an 
airway and spinal traction until 
the ambulance arrived. 

Firefighter Charles Hummel, 
assigned to the Golden Ring paid 
fire station, was awarded the 

Baltimore County Fire Depart
ment Commendation Ribbon for 
his effort to rescue a three and a 
half-year-old boy who apparently 
fell into Becky's Pond in Fontana 
Village. 

"We got a call for a kid in the 
water," recalled FF Hummel 
who was detailed to the am
bulance that day. "I ran about 800 
feet through the woods to the 
pond. He was floating in the 
water about 100 feet from shore. I 
swam out to get him. The water 
was fifteen feet deep there. I got 
him, turned him over and started 
mouth-to-mouth and got him 
back to shore." 

When Hummel returned to 
shore, the other ambo man, Nico 
Rozema, was waiting with 
resuscitation equipment. 
Together they gave the youngster 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation at 
the scene and continued their life
saving efforts while enroute to 

Franklin Square Hospital. 
The patient began breathing on 

his own at FSH~ 
Richard Holtzople, Marv Leedy, 

Edward Olga, James Herman, 
and Walter Heim were presented 
with Citizen Awards for their 
alertness when a fire broke out at 
1100 Glemsford Rd. 

Mr. Holtzople was driving by · 
and noticed smoke and flames 
coming from the building. He 
immediately stopped, entered the 
structure, activated the internal 
fire alarm, and entered the 
burning apartment by forcing 
open the locked door to search for 
possible victims. 

Leedy, Olga, Herman, and 
Heim notified the fire depart
ment of the situation, entered the 
building, searched the apart
ments, and initiated evacuation 
procedures. They then fought and 
contained the blaze until 
firefighters arrived. 

'Cheap is 
as cheap does' 

. · '"5 197S 
To the Editor: W\I\'< ~ 

That's right, you only get what you 
pay for, if you're lucky. The selection 
of the fire, rescue, paramedic unit for 
Baltimore County's Middle River 
area leaves a great deal to be desired. 

The M.F.R.P.A. was asked to be at a 
meeting in December for the pur
pose of having input as to specifica
tions for the newly p;oposed unit. 
We were asked, I assume, because 
we had already done all the leg work 
as to what was needed to serve our 
waterways. 

The only specifics we insisted on 
were, 1. LOW WAKE, so as not to 
rock other boats and or pound them 
against their pilings while responding 
to an emergency, 2. SHALLOW 
DRAFT, for the purpose of providing 
service to the largest possible area of 
our creeks and tributaries at low tide, 
3. HIGH SPEED, the purpose of which 
duri ng an emergency needs no ex
planation. 

None of the aforementioned were 
given any consideration but we got it 
CHEAP, which apparently pleases at 
least one individual. It represents, 
I'm afraid, a false sense of SECURITY. 
The guy at the HELM must always 
bear the RESPONSIBILITY. 

We would like to thank the Times 
for their astute observation of our 
original release of May 11. 

Richard J. Shrader 
Sec.-Treasurer, 

Marine, Fire, RKESCUE 
Paramedic Assn. 



Fire De~. :Paramedics Learn Sign Langua~e 
Wt-4 i¥''11 

When Paramedic arroll fered, paramedics or police Captain Ralph Maxwell of 
Evans of the Baltimore Coun- who came into contact with a the Fire Academy reports 
ry Fire Department arrived deaf person had no clear that all the paramedics and 
on the scene of an auto means of asking the important police officers involved m 
accident in Towson last questions that determine what the program were quite en-
month, he asked the driver immediate action must be thusiastic about learning (his 
of one of the cars if the taken," Mr. Veneroulis added. important new skill, which 
man was hurt and whether "In these cases, there was has already proven to have 
he wanted to go to the hos- a literal language barrier practical application to their 
pital. that the men will now be jobs. Many of the men, he 

Ordinarily, this would have able to overcome." noted, say they plan to con-
been standard procedure, Participants in the program tinue practicing the hand al-

in this case no words have been taught the single- phabet on their own time. 
spoken. The driver handed alphabet as well as According to Baltimore Coun-

of the damaged car was deaf. the use of facial expres- ty Fire Chief Paul H. Reineke, 
Paramedic Evans used signs, sions and signing for phrases plans to offer the sign Ian-
not words to communicate. that will enable them to com- guage training to Fire Batta-

Two days before the acci- municate with deaf persons lion Chiefs as well are now 
dent, Carroll Evans along in the course of their work. under consideration. "This 
with other members of the Each session was conducted program is just another ex-
County Fire Department's by Louis Foxwell, Jr., senior ample of how our Depart-
emergency rescue teams took minister of Christ United ment can benefit · from the 
a three-hour crash course Methodist Church for the many valuable suggestions 
in techniques used in commu- Deaf and director of Deaf we receive from individual 
nicating with the deaf. Referral Service, Inc. citizens," the Chief said. 0 

Initiated as the result of 
a cmzen' s suggestion, the 
course is "the only one of 
its kind we know of being 
offered to fire department 
medical teams in the state 
of Maryland," says County 
Executive Theodore G. Vene-

. ~Sk31 \qr'J'l{ 

Fireman says service to raJr 
worsened -fire damage 

toulis. All of the County's 84 To the Editor: 
paramedics as well as 10 of
ficers of the Police Depart

10 miles away, resulting in 
tolerable time delay. This 
should prosecute for have completed the 

training. 
"Before this cou,rse was of-

The people of Essex were denied 
professional fire protection for 45 
minutt;s on July 14, 1978 by County 
Executive Theodore Venetoulis. 

This seems like a rather strong 
statement, but in fact it is true. The 
Essex Fire Station was given a direct 
order by the battalion commander to 
taJ...1;.· an engine to the Baltimore 
C~unty Fair and fill a water tank for 
animals. 

Why? Because the Middle River 
Volunteer Fire Department located 
acfoss the street refused to use its 
equipment for this kind of detail. · 
Consequently, the Battalion com
mander was ordered to direct one of 
the companies under his command 
to fill the water tank for animals. 

Why wasn't a private co.mpany 
contracted? Because it would have 
~ost Mr. Ven~toulis' pet projeq, and 
•t cost nothing, except Baltimore 
County taxpayers, for Mr. Venetoulis 
to order his private slave labor force 
to do his bidding I How do I know tht 
all this is true? Because I was the 
Lieutenant in charge of Engine No. 71 
that was ordered to fill the tank. 

In fact, the family at 75 River Road 
(Cedar Beach No. 21) was burned out 
of their home at 8:22 a.m. on July 12 
1978 (in!Jident No. 11245) becaus~ 
our engine was ordered to deliver 
water to the County Fair! It was 
necessar to dis atch en ines from 

negligence I 
I have written this letter during my 

off-~uty hours. b~t now fully expect 
reprisals for sp tkrng out, and denial 
of my constitut. nal right of freedom 
of speech, but the truth must be· 
known I 

The people of cssex should be out
raged that Mr. Venetoulis would use 
their resources for his own purposes, 
and now he wants to be governor so 
he can use the state! CJ 

W. Huffines Jr. 



Fire at the North Po/el 
Though it may have looked like an played Santa for the past nine years, 
emergency to some, Santa's ride on was accompanied by Rudolph the 
the fire engine through Middle River Red-nosed Reindeer, who was made 
last was only a quick way for him to up of Gary Henderson and Dave 
visit the area. Jack Eisely, who has Gray. 

-.-r~~_:__------~--~-
H UIJllll. el Named Out!'tandin~ Fireman 

.....,-;;?-? " ~ - ., 8" Charles Hummel of the 

< harles Hummel 

Baltimore County Fire Depart
ment Station 16, Golden Ring, 
was recently presented the 
"Firefighter of the Year Award" 
by the Essex Post of the 
American Legion . 
This prestigious award was 

given to Firefighter Hummel for 
his meritorious actions in 
October of 1977 when alone he 
successfully rescued a three and 
one-half year old child from 
Becke's Pond in the Rossville 
area . 
. For his skill , courage and 
resourcefulness in saving a life , 
at some risk to himself, Mr. 
Hummel was also awarded the 
Baltimore County Fire Depart
ment Commendation Ribbon 
earlier this year . - -----

Huffines' ¥5 

P,1.~ ,,,,, , e, ?'Y ~ 

decision due 
An oulspoke[l Essex fire lieutenant 

says he will decide by the end of this 
week whether to appeal the dis
ciplinary action taken against him by 
Baltimore County Fire Chief PaullH. 
Reineke. 

Lt. Carroll W. Huffines Jr. has been 
penalized 14 days leave and will be 
transferred to the Halethorpe station, 
for publicly criticising the fire depart
ment and its policies. 

"We will definitely decide by Fri
day whether to appeal," he said. 

In a letter published in area new
spapers, Lt. Huffines charged that the 
Essex community was left un
protected while the County fire 
department serviced animals at the 
County Fair. 

"I just thought the people of Essex 
should know where their tax dollars 
werie being spent," explained Lt. 
Huffines. "I believe in the Constitu
tion and I believe I'm entitled to die 
rights guaranteed to every citizen in 
this nation. I never intended to 
criticize the fire departent." 

Although at his hearing August 24 
the three man board recommended 
more severe disciplinary action, 
Chief Reineke chose only to impose 
the transfer and the loss of 14 leave 
days. 

The 36 year old Huffines, however, 
feels any punishment is "too severe." 
"I was offered everything but a 
blindfold and a cigarette," he said 
bluntly of his penalty. Huffines 
refused any further comment 
without his attorneys' approval. 0 



New Fire Engine Servicing Hyde Park _AuG 1 \»~~~~"~i 
A new fire engine officially Hyde Park Volunteer ire 

began serving the Hyde Park Company. "The dedication 
community Saturday night. ceremonies could wait, but fires 

Hyde Park Volunteer Fire don't." 
Company's newest acquisition is Usually, Hyde Park has two 
a 1978 Oren custom pump with a engines protecting the com-
500 gallon tank and capable of munity, but a December 1977 
pumping 1,000 gallons of water mishap left the company with 
per minute . ljust one engine until the new rig 

The unit has four 11/2 " pre- began to take ~alls. . 
connected hose lines of 200 feet The other engme, designated as 
each situated in a cross-Jay on the 251, is a 1967 American LaFrance 
engine. In addition, there is a 200 Pioneer, with a 750 gallon tank, 
fool 2 12" blitz line, and 800 feet of and able to pump 750 gallons of 
3" line and another 1000 feet of water per minute. 
2 12 .. hose line. While Engine 251 was respond-

The ne'h- pumper cost $65,000 .ing to an alarm at the Ballestone 
with the Ladies Auxiliary Mansion in December, a car 
donating a tvoe of hose nozzle pulling out of Evergreen Road 
called a deck gun . This apparently cut the engine off. 
specialized piece costs nearly The driver tried to compensate, t; 
$1,000. but the heavy engine slipQed on 

The apparatus, officially the wet road and went into a 
designated as Engine 252 was ditch. 
dedicated and put in service by It was later learned 
the Baltimore County Fire malfunctioning alarm 
Department Superintendent of at Ballestone. 
Machinery, Captain Francis D. The frame was twisted in the 
O'Connor at 6: 19 PM. wreck. 

The Oren replaces a 1959 Ford This engine, which cost $18,000 
American LaFrance, that had a to repair, is expected to be back 
500 gallon tank, but was only able in service this week. Until that 
lo pump 500 gallons of water a time, the old engine will remain 
minute. It is up for sale. in service. 

Although the dedication was Persons wishing to join the 
Saturday, the new engine has Hyde Park Volunteer Fire 
een answering fire calls since Company can come to company 

July 19, when it responded to a meetings on the first and third 
truck fire. Tuesday of every month at 7:30 

"We didn't want to waste any PM or call 687-2972. 
time getting it on the road," said The Hyde Park Volunteer Fire 
Chief Engineer John Alban of the Company station is located at 

1449 Sussex Road at Tampa 
Road. fJ 

ire Rescue Vessel Training Begins 
Thirteen members of the Lieutenant Cleve an yno s, 

Baltimore County Fire Depart- Paramedic Ed Koetting, and 
ment have been named as the Firefighter John White, charter 
primary crew of the Fire Rescue / members of tile Baltimore 
Paramedic Vessel slated to be Courity Marine Fire Rescue 
delivered to the County the Paramedic Association which 
second week of October. lobbied extensively to obtain a 

Training began Monday at the fire rescue craft to patrol the . 
Dundalk Comm unity College county's 175 miles of waterfront 
pool. This first week entails a life are'on the list to man the vessel. 
saving ~ourse, with the final two I All three men are now assigned to 
weeks a Coast Guard course. the Essex station. 
Chief Deputy Leroy Fink said, Other men being trained for the 

"The vessel will be stationed at fire rescue vessel are Lieutenant 
Strawberry Point. Each shift will Louis Libertini (pre!lently at the 
have an officer, two paramedics, Essex station I, Lieutenant Ed 
and a firefighter. It will be Hutchins (DundalkJ, Paramedic 
designated Marine One." Rich_ard Lutz CEdgemere J, 

He added, "The boat will stay in Paramedic Cliff Ritterpusch 
the water as much as possible. · 
During the winter the crew will 
probably not be assigned back to 
any of the other stations since we 
will have plenty for them to do." 

Captain George Stinchcomb, 
assigned to the Middle River paid 
station, will be directly 
responsible for the total 

eration of the vessel. 

(Parkville), Paramedic Wayne 
Miller (Essex J, Firefighter 
Gerald Eurice (Essex), and 
Firefighter Richard Hall (Park
ville>. 

Captain Ralph Maxwell, head of 
the County's Emergency Medical 
Service's Division flew down to 
Forida yesterday to check on the 
vessel. 0 



Fire Dept. 
charges. 
Huffines 

ESSEX TIMES AUG 3 1978 
Lieutenant faces action 

on criticism of service 

to County Fair 

. A lieutenant at the Essex fire sta
tion .has been charged as a result of 
publ1cally criticizing the Baltimore 
County Fire Department's hauling of 
water to the County Fair. 

Lt. Carroll W. Huffines had said, iri 
a le~te~ to s~veral area newspapers 
and in interviews, that the delivery of 
water on five occasions to the fair 
jeopardized fire safety in the Essex 
area. 

Last Friday, (July 27), he received a 
le~t.e~ ch.arging that his public 
rnt1c1sm violated six provisions of the 
department's regulations on dis
cipline. 

Signed by Chief Paul H. Reineke 
the letter requires Lieutenant Huf~ 
fines to appear at a hearing on the 
charges August 24, a hearing, ac
cording to the officer, that will be 
conducted by the chief. 

As a result of the hearing, the 11-
year veteran of the department may 
be ordered to appear before a "trial 
board" that may transfer demote or 
fire him. ' 

The officer predicted the depart
~ent'~ .attempt to discipline him in 
his original letter of complaint to the 
press. 

(See today's Letters to the Editor 
for the text of the letter.) 

e . epartmenta c arges allege 
that Lieutenant Huffines' criticism 
violated regulations that "no 
member of the department shall 
make derogatory comments or 
adversely criticize departmental 
policies" except directly to the chief, 
that a member's comments "shall 
cause no controversy" nor "impair · 
the good order and discipline of the 
dep.irtment." 

Lieutenant Huffines said these 
regulations deny him the freedom of 
speech guaranteed by the First 
Amendment of the Constitution. 

"Yes, I agreed to abide by the · 
regulations of the department wheri I 
was sworn in. But I do not 
acknowledge these rules when they 
are superseded by federal law " he 
said. ' 

Asked to explain his original com
plaint, the fire officer said that ser
vices provided to the County Fair 
over the past three years were uni
que. in his ~1 years in the department, 
during which he has been assigned 
to four stations. 

Chief Reineke, in a recent 
interview,. said that "We fill wells, put 
up ropes in flag poles" and perform 
other services not directly related to 
fire protection. The lieutenant con
tended that such services are permit
ted only of volunteer companies, 
never by career stations. 

''Not once in my 11 years in the 
department have I known of a piece 
of professional apparatus taken out 
of service for something like that, ex
cept for the County Fair," said 
Lieutenant Huffines. 

He added that in the summer of 
1976, the first year of the fair, 
Theod~re G. Venetoulis, the county 
executive, personally called him 
while he was in charge of the Esse~ 
station, and ordered •he loan of 
ropes to the fair, whose president 
was P. David Hutchinson, his aide. 

The past July 12, while one of two 
fire engines stationed at the Essex sta
tion was delivering water to the fair a 
one-alarm house fire erupted ~n 
River Road ir1 the Cedar Beach area. 

Chief Reineke said that the engine 
serving the fair would not have been 
dispatched anyhow to that fire. 
Lieutenant .Huffines said that had it 
been available, it would normally 
have gone. 

Damage to the one-story 
bungalow was estimated at $200 by 

t e department, and confirmed by 
the resident . 

The chief also pointed to the 
avdilability of a "reserve pumper" 
stationed at the Middle River career 
station for fire emergencies in the 
area . The lieutenant said that that 
engine could not have been used 
due to temporary understaffing as a 
result of vacations. 

"Four men are required on an 
engine, and four men were out on 
the apparatus filling up a water tank 
at the fair," he argued. 

"The people of this county, myself 
included, are paying exorbitant 
property taxes and they deserve to 
get what they are paying for: I'll ~e 
damned if I'll see them denied ftre 
protection for someone's personal 
pleasure or profit." 

The rebel officer said he had not 
asked for support from his co
workers at the Essex station on Myrth 
Avenue because "they're all afraid 
for their jobs." He said he, however, 
had decided that "principles" were 
more important than his job securit~ 

-Huffines asks 
for appeal _ 
~,;-, "' ... ff y: " 
/~ Essex fireman has asked for a 
h~aring on the discipline imposed on 
him for allegedly violating Baltimore 
County Fire Department regulations. 

Lt. Carroll G. Huffines, an 11 year 
veteran, was found guilty last month 
by a. departmental hearing board of 
making false charges in a letter to 
several newspapers saying that fire 
protection in Essex was jeopardized 
by the department's service to the 
County Fair. 

Chief Paul H. Reineke ruled Lt. 
Huffines would forfeit 14 days leave 
and be transferred from Essex . to 
Halethorpe for at least two years. 

Under the requested Trial Hoard 
this punishment will be reviewed and 
possibly lessened or increased . 
Members of the Board will include 
R~n~folp~ B. Rost;ncrantz, county ad
min1strat1ve officer, Police Chief 
Cornelius J. Behan and either Mark 
Vincent, chairman of the Personnel 
and Salary Advisory Board or another 
designated board member. 6 



,. Cheif Disputes Claim Of 
Fire Service Cut 7~ 1 - 7 f 

Fire Chief Paul H. Reineke has 
~isco~nted a claim by an E ~ex I According to the fire depart
fire fighter that the use of a fire ment communications report, the 
engine to fill a water lank at the fire at the one story 20 x 25 
Baltimore County Fair en- bungalow. was reported by 
dangered property in the Essex telephone to the fire department 
area. at 8:16 AM. One minute later. 

Lieutenant Carroll W. Huffines, volunteers from Rockaway 
Jr., assigned to the Essex paid Beach. Middleborough, and Hyde 
station, said in a letter last week Park. a paid engine from Essex, 
to The Avenue that the use of a and a truck from Eastview paid 
fire engine to fill a water tank for were alerted. 
t!1e animals at the fair was a In Baltimore County. when the 
wa:;le of taxpayers' money He volunteer fire companies do not 
also claimed that a family in get an engine on the road in three 
Cedar Beach was burned out of minutes or if they respond with 
their home "because our engin less than four firefighters on an was again ordered lo deliver ..,. ____________ ., 

water to the County Fair." engine, the next due fire station is 
According to Chief Reineke, alerted. 

Bruce C. Walter, executive Because of late responses and 
director of the fair. "called on short-crews, at 8:20 AM the paid 
July O and asked for assistance. stations at Middle River and 
I had Battalion Chief Kenneth Golde!"! Ring and Middle River 
Parks meet with the fair people Volunteers were alerted. 
and analyze the situation. They The Essex engine arrived at 
said the animals needed water 8:25 AM, Middle River Vols. at 
and Chief Parks thought it was a 8:32 AM, and the others soon 
reasonable request." thereafter. The engine from 

Chief Reineke stated that Chief Golden Ring paid was cancelled. 
Parks made arrangements to The Essex engine used 85 
have the 500 gallon tank at the gallons of water and pumped for 
fair filled daily. The tank was five minutes to extinguish the 
provided to the fair by the blaze. 
National Guard. "The people are not getting 

A fire engine was dispatched to short-changed," said Chief 
the fair five times. said Chief Reineke. "I have increased the 
Reineke. running assignments from two 

He noted, "On two days, we just engines, to three engines, to ,)he 
sent a reserve engine down there present assignment of four 

engines." with one man. Three days we sent 
an engine down from Essex He added, "If one engine is out 
because the reserve engine was of the Essex station, the people 
replacing another engine out of are still protected. There were 62 
service for repairs." times last year that one engine 

The chief emphasized, "The from Essex was out on a detail, 
decision was strickly one I made. such as filling-in another fire 

station." I thought it was reasonable and 
humane lo provide waler for the P. David Hutchinson, president 
animals. The County Executive of the County Fair, blasted Lt. 
or County Administrator had Huffines indicating that Huffines 
nothing to do with ii." had penned the letter because he 
_.._..-:-=:_~-=..:--..:..:;,~.;_,~~-....1 had lost money at a fruit stand at 

Chief Reineke advised, "I un- the Fair last year. 
derstand that Lt. Huffines doesn't 
like fire apparatus doing this kind "Ballderdash," responded Lt. 
of thing, but it's a service we Huffines. "This has nothing to do 
provide. And I do take exception with what happened last year. I 
to his claim that- a family was am a big boy. I had my eyes wide 
burned out becaus an engine open. There was no promise of a 
was at the fair. The people did gold mine; I knew that from the 
not get burned out. The fire was first year. My letter had nothing 
on the outside and it was caused to do with the fair itself. The 
by a 5 year old boy playing with people are paying for fire 
matches. Chief Parks was on the protection." 
scene and he opened up the roo Commenting further on the Lt. 
to ventilate and see if the fir Huffines letter Hutchinson 
spread any further . The Iota 
damage was $200 and at no tim 
did the people move out." 

claimed, "He makes it sound like 
I'm responsible for the (house 
burning down J." 

Lt. Huffines remarked, "I don't 
know where he saw that, because 
no where in the letter did I 
mention Dave Hutchinson, nor 
have I mentioned him in any 
other statements concerning this 
matter." 

Although Lt. Huffines claimed 
in his letter that Middle River 
Volunteer Fire Company refused 
to haul water to the fair Chief 
Reineke claimed, "Chief' Parks 
intended to use a reserve engine. 
It was his decision not to use the 
volunteers; the volunteers were 
not even asked." 

He added, "I had no pressures 
from anybody what-so-ever to do 
what I did." 

Every year the fair has been in 
operation the fire department's 
action has been criticized. The 
first year an engine was used to 
supply water for a high diver's 
landing tank. In addition, surplus 
rope was provided to the fair. 

Last year, a hose line was 
stretched. 

Although Chief Reineke refused 
to elaborate, he admitted Lt. 
Huffines may face disciplinary 
action because of his letter. 

The matter took a new twist this 
week when it was learned by The 
Avenue that the water was ac
tually intended for use by the 
concessionaires, not animals. 
(See separate story>. 
The fire department was ap

parently informed the water was 
for the animals but the health 
department advised the water 
was used for human con
sumption. 

Both Chief Reineke and Chief 
Parks expressed surprise when 
informed of this situation. 6 



Rosedale Vols. Start Paramedic Unit;m 1lillli 

The Rosedale Volunteer Fire 
Company ambulance began 
operation as a paramedic
telemetry unit at 7 PM Monday. 

Officially designated as an 
advanced life support system, the 
upgraded Rosedale ambulance 
285 can be a vital factor in the 
survival of a patient suffering 
from a heart related problem. 

"We feel we can better serve the 
community and give better 
coverage to back up the Golden 
Ring paid ambulance when they 
are out.' ' said Chief George 
Ludwig of the Rosedale Volun
teer Fire Company. 
The equipment for the advance 

life support service was donated 
by the Rosedale Lions Club. 

Chief Ludwig explained, "The 
Rosedale Lions Club helped us 
raise money to purchase our first 
ambulance, which was put in 
service in November, 1974. We 
went back to them when we 
decided to try to become a 
paramedic-telemetry unit since it 
was a community venture." 

Rosedale's first six paramedics 
recently completed ove.r 200 
hours of total training and passed 
a rigorous exam to become 

Cardiac Rescue Technicians_ 
<CRT'sJ. This exam is ad
ministered by the State Board of 
Medical Examiners. 

The Rosedale advance life 
support system will enable 
company Cardiac Rescue 
Technicians to receive cardiac 
consultation when they are 
treating a suspected heart 
patient. The system permits the 
ambulance to transmit an EKG 
or cardiac rhythm strip to a 
cardiac consultation center and 
the nearest hospital. 

The doctor at the consultation 
center can read the rhythm and 
advise the paramedics on what 
measures are to be taken. If 
necessary to stabilize the patient, 
the doctor can order the 
paramedics to administer certain 
medications. 

In addition, the paramedics will 
be able to de-fibrillate patients' 
whose electrical system of the 
heart has gone haywire. 

Because of the heightened 
awareness of heart attacks, the 
Baltimore County Fire Depart
ment dispatches paramedic
telemetry ambulance or medic 
unit on all calls involving 
suspected coronary problems. 

Chief Ludwig explained, "Our 
main objective is to service our 
own territory. Before we became 
a medic unit, the medic unit at 
Golden Ring paid had to run with 
us. And if they were out, they had 
to get a medic unit from the paid 
stations at Fullerton, Essex or 
Eastview. Why should we have 
all of them running around to 
give us a hand when we can do 

Harold C Egnor "d . · 
Balti . C ' pres1 ent of the Associated Democratic Club of 

more ounty, presents a check t R , E . 
of the Police Athlete League <PAL) ~ O) ppe~s?n, vice president 
attend a s mm • or underprivileged children to 
w·u u er.camp at the Naval Academ)' in Annapolis. The check 
WI support 5 children on the week-long outing. Looking on is p t 

an~g~~~r~:~:~r~fat~~!o::~~~r~ectors of the Democratic c1!b~ -

the same job?" AUG 1 7 1978 
Besides the medic units, the fire 

department dispatches an engine 
on all suspected heart attacks for 
manpower assist. If a patient is 
having a severe heart attack or if 
the patient's heart has com
pletely stopped, the men from the 
engine can assist the medic unit 
by getting necessary equipment 
from the ambulance and per
forming cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation. 

Captain Ralph Maxwell, head of 
the Baltimore County Fire 
Department's Emergency 
Medical Services Division, and 
other County EMS personnel, 
including Captain Harold Evans, 
and Lt. Robert Brooks, were on 
hand to help place the unit in 
service. 

"We are very happy to have 
Capt. Maxwell here since he 
taught our CRT class," claimed 
Chief Ludwig. 

The six Rosedale CRTs are 
George Ludwig, Bill Bullock, 
Marty Castle, Dennis Dembeck, 
Bill Davis and Dorsey Fast. 

Four additional members of the 
Rosedale Volunteer Fire Com
pany commence their CRT 
training next month. 

Before a person can ride the 
ambulance ~s a third out, the 
candidate must have the new 
advanced first aid or be an 
Emergency Medical Technician, 
plus have 25 hours of hospital 
time. 

Chief Ludwig advised, "Since 
1964 we have had a working 
agreement with Franklin Square 
Hospital to permit our trainees to 
work in the emergency room." 

After the individual is permitted 
to ride as third out, the person is 
periodically evaluated. 

Anyone wishing to join the 
Rosedale Volunteer Fire Com
pany is urged to come to the 
station, located at Philadelphia 
Road and Hamilton Avenue, and 
talk to the members. 0 



~!~~~~negnr~m~~!j1 ~~k fo~ a fire st~!dn inf the Chase area were (from the left) Del. Dennis f. Rasmussen, a fire 
\..nlel luuir;•n, <an •_'le_0 ' County CouncH, and Ch;ef Paul H. Re;ncke. cJ 

' ~hase sites 
for fire station 

AUG 3 1978 mu TlllEI 

Fire Chief Paul H. Reineke of 
~altimore County visited potential 
sites for a new fire station in Chase 
last Friday (July 28) with other of
ficials and local citizens. 

The chief had said the week before 
that a fire station in that area "will be 
tht! next station we build" in 
response to residents' pleas for a 
facility in the isolated area . 

Last Friday he met with the presi
dent of Concerned Citizens for 
Chase Fire Station, Charles P. Kazlo, 
county planners, Del. Dennis F. 
Rasmussen (D., 7th) and candidate 
Micky Horn for a review of three 
sites identified by the county. Mr. 
Kazlo informed the chief of three 
other tracts that he said satisfied 
department requirements and were 
now available for purchase. 

The locations under review for a 
career fire station would serve the 
Bowley's Quarters peninsula in
cluding Seneca Park and Carrol
lwood, and the Oliver Beach area. 

The rotential sites ranged from 
severa within yards of Chase 
Elementary School to several further 
east near Brinkman Road. All the 
sites appeared to front on Eastern 
Avenue Extended. 

A planning official pointed out that 
a site originally identified by the 
county, called the Bengies-Walters 
school site, is in the general path of 
the proposed White Marsh 
Boulevard extension. Sites fur 

fire station 
(Continued from Page A-1) 

east may better serve residential 
growth expected in the Oliver Beach 
area, he said. 

A lieutenant in the Bowley's 
Quarters Volunteer Fire Department 
has questioned the need for a new 
fulltime station in the near future. 
(See today's letters to the editors on 
page 8). 

Delegate Rasmussen and Mr. Horn 
questioned Chief Reineke in an ef
fort to find out why $604,000 listed by 
the county budget dirl!ctor on 1976 

Weinhold extended thanks to all 
volunteers who helped to make this 
carnival a success. 

The playground, located at 100 
Mace Avenue, is open weekdays, 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m., rain or shine and is 
sponsored by the Essex Recreation 
and Parks Council. 

bond referendum publicity for con
struction of a Chase fire station was 
not applied to that 'purpose. 

Frank Grabowski, a capital projects 
programmer, said it probably was 
spent for a new $8 million county jail, 
which had been on the same 
referendum question but was 
predicted incorrectly to cost only 
$5.2 million . 

Funds for new buildings are again 
on the ballot this November, said Mr. 
Grabowski, but the c~pital program 
of the county does not mention con
struction of a station at Chase until 
1980-81. 

"There is no legal reason, though, 
if it passes this time, the timetable 
couldn't be pushed ahead," said the 
planner. 

Mr. Horn said that materials sent to 
civic leaders and libraries on the 1976 
bond referendum had been mis
leading, since many people thought 
a "yes" vote meant approval of 
specific projects. c1 



Huffines Faces Departmental Charaes 
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acer mims ra 1ve ice. 1s 
directive is nnt to be construed in Huffines , "and they did refuse 

Fire Lieutenant Carroll w. any way as an attempt to ~up- last year because the Fair owed' president, sees the charges as an 
Huffines, Jr., assigned to the press information. Each member them money ." attempt to stifle his free speech . 
Essex paid station, has been .of the Fire Department shall be However , while admitting they "While I'm on duty, they have a 
requested to appear at Fire held personally accountable. did speak to Chief Reineke at

1 
right to direct my course of ac

Depa rtmen t Headquarters in Violations will not be tolerated." length concerning the letter, tion, but I do not acknowledge the 
Towson on Thursday, August 24 The specifications, sent on Chief Captain John Dulina and

1 

right of anyone to jeopardize my 
at 10 AM to answer allegations he Reincke's stationary, state the President Will Sadler, both of ~he rights and professional career for 
violated departmental rules and Jetter contained inaccurate Middle River Volunteer Fire what I do off-duty," declared Lt. 
regulations . ·allegations regarding: EsseXi \Company, denied making an Huffines. "I am being treated 

The six charges and thirteen being denied professional fire official complaint. like a third class citizen." : 
specifications stem from a letter protection for 45 minutes by "The letter wasn't the truthl Noting the Fire Depart~ent 
Lt. Huffines, an eleven-year ·county Executive Ted because we weren't even con- report said the house on River 
veteran of the fire service, sent to Venetoulis_. _ Middle River tacted,'' declared Sadler. "It Road only suffered $200 damag~, 
The Avenue and The Evening Sun Volunt~Fire Company refusing made us look kind of bad. yve are Huffines said, "$200 or $2000 is 
and publisned in The Avenue on , to fill the Co\lftty Fair tanks for here to serve the commumty · We not important. The important 
July 20. >the animals, ' Ted Venetoulis are also part of the organization. thing is the people are paying for 

Chief Deput LeRoy Fink ex- d . th t . h ur g If the Chief had asked us, we professional fire protection when 
p ame , e heaFing 1s very or e~IDg e wa er1Dg . a ;n 

5 
wouldn't have refused to h~ul they are needed. We are not 

informal. It is just something to d~tail , ~nd dthat th~ famfy at 7 f water . We did speak to the Chief supposed to be used for personal 
get the facts and he is innocent Riv.er oa was . urne ou 0 about the situation, but we never ' profit." 
until proven guilty." their home by a fire July 12: made anything official." ' He added, "The reason I'm 

According to Chief Fink, the Another .rule Lt. H~ffmes A specification claimed that 1 being charged is by the direction 
hearing board, which has yet to lleg~dly violated saysh 1~nder Rockaway Beach Volunteer Fire of Ted Venetoulis who wants to be. 
be chosen, will attempt to 0 circumstance.s s a any Company "was concerned that governor and Chief Reineke 
ascertain the truth and then, if ember or ofkflce~ of tthe the tenor of this letter would wants to be the next State Fire 
they find Lt. Huffines guilty, epartment ma e ero~~ ~ry contribute to strained relations Marshall." 
make recommendations of tatements or adv~rsely criticize between the volunteer and Although Ralph Wolfe, 
punishment. .ei:i~rtmental pol~cy or the a~- careernrefighters." president of the Firefighters 

" He could be transferred, lose llvities 0.f ~ther officers, e.xce~t ID Rockaway Captain Steve Union, refused comment pending 
time or be demoted," said C ie an official commumcahon, Woomer said, "I called Chief the outcome of the hearing, 
Fink. "It all depends on what the through channels,. addressed. to Reineke and asked what was.. several paid firefighters wer 
board decides." the personal attention of the Fire . critical of the charges against 

These recommendations would Chief or personally by verbal going on . The River Road fire H ff es 0 
report to the Fire Chief." was in our territory and people u ID · 

be presented to Baltimore County Two other charges are, 1) the kept calling . I don't think it took 
Fire Chief Paul H. Reineke, who failure to get approval from the that long for us to get there. Lt. 
would decide whether to increase Fire Chief before dispatching the Huffines has been good to us and I 
or decrease the disciplinary letter, and 2) "The wrongful or 1 didn't ask anybody to press 

iniurious exercise of authority on charges. We just wanted it to action. 
Chief Fink denied there was any 

consideration of firing Lt. Huf-
1mes or temporarily removing 
him from duty ..... 

the part of any member of the stop. " 
department will be made the According to Fire Department 
basis for disciplinary action." records, Rockaway was the 

"No, no , no, he's not going to be 
suspended," he emphasized. "We 
have no intentions of suspension. 
He is a very capable fire officer." 

One specification declares, second engine on the scene 
"This letter, although alleged to arriving at the fire fo~r minu~es 
have been writt~ off duty, after the Essex paid eng1De 

The charges levied against Lt. 
·Huffines focus on his alleged 
failure to get clearance to send 
·the controversial letter and not 
~sing the _e!Oper grievance 
procedures. The statement of 
,charges and specifications cite 
Lt. Huffines, 36, with actions 
"which would tend to impair the 

identified you as a Baltimore arrived. 
.county Fire Department Capt. Woomer added, "Huffin~s 
Lieutenant." used to be a member of this 

good order and discipline of the 
Department." 

The first charge claims Lt. 
Huffines violated the rule 
regarding information releases. 

The rufe in part says, 
·"Information that may be 
released shall be ordinary facts 
pertaining to fires, etc., as lis~ed 
on daily fire reports. Information 
must be based on actual facts 
that will cause no controversy 
should they become public 
knowledge. Information per
taining to administrative policies 
and procedures pending action 
are not to be discussed in in
terviews with the press without 
clearance through the 

Lt. Huffines retorted, "I have to company. He got me to join. He 
identify myself. The people was one of the best damn people 
should know that I am a i we had. As a fire officer, there 
professional fire fighter." are few better. He gives full 

Three specifications alleg~dly 1 cooperation ._ He may say things 
emanate from complaints v01ced about the volunteers, but when he 
by- vofonteer fire companies. gets to that fire ground, he comes 

"Huffines caused to be up , asks me my assessm~ntof the 
published in The Avenue a letter ·situation what I'm dolDg, etc., 
which alleged that the Middle before h~ takes command. I have 
River Volunteer Fire Company never had a problem with him on 
refused to use its equipment to fillt the fire ground." 
a water tank for animals at thel Huffines, president of. t~e 
Baltimore County Fair. This Baltimore County Professional 
publication resulted in an official Firefighters Association, ~cal 
verbal complaint from 1311 from 1974-77, and now v1ce-
representatives of Middle River 
Volunteer Fire Company to the 
Chief. The volunteers were 
aggrieved by this statement 
alleging that they had refused to 
perform a service of this nature." 

"I was told they refused by my 
Battalion Chief," responded Lt. 



C!iief To Select Statio11;9~ite By~o.vemher 
AUG i u 'i1S ~\; ..... \: 

The Fire Chief of Baltimore "We have not completely The operational buildings
County and the Office of Planning eliminated the Bengies-Walters category simply identifies uses 
are analyzing data on seven school site from consideration," for the funds approved by the 
potential locations for a new fire Chief Reineke said. "It has been voters on a referendum, the chief 
station ih Chase and will select a determined we have the legal said. "It does not limit the 
site in three months . authority to proceed with the County's authority in using the 

Prompted by residents'pleas for construction, but the future State funds available for the purpose of 
a stati_on in the ar " (' ief Paul plans cannot guarantee suitable c o.n ~tr u ~.ting operation a 1 
H. Remcke saHl statisucal data access from the property can be bu1ldmgs. 
produced by the department's maintained if the plan becomes A capital projects programmer 
fire mc1dent reporting system for reality." also making the tour with the 
the calendar year 1977 supports The chief said the department chief said the funds probably 
the fact that "the Chase Fire was not planning an alternate fire -
Station is the number one priority station site to the Bengies- were spent for the new $8 million 
of need for expansion of our Walters property, but plans for county jail, which had been on the 
service in Baltimore County ." the road have caused them to same referendum question but 

Recently, the chief inspected review alternate locations. was predicted to cost only $5.13 
numerous sites with members of Baltimore County is looking at milfion. 
the Concerned Citizens for the land on the west corner of Brink
Chase Fire Station. He came to mans Road and Eastern Avenue 

Extended and al Graces Road 
and Eastern Avenue. 

Sites recommended by Con
cerned Citizens were (1) the 
corner of Earls Road and 
Eastern Avenue, (2J a 4-acre plot 
directly across from Chase 

According to the fire chief, in 
1976 the Baltimore County 
Planning Board identified the 
Chase Fire Station as an ap-

Elementary School, (3J the 
cation of the Old Chase railroad 

station on Eastern Avenue, and 
(4J the intersection of Ebenezer 

oad and Eastern Avenue. 
According to Chief Reineke, 
here is approximately $86,000 in 
he department's budget for the 
purchase of a suitable site. 

including Bowleys Quarters, 
Oliver Beach, ~ewood Park. 
Dundee Vi'llage, Carrollwood, 
Shady Oaks and Bengies. 
The engine would be one of four 

summoned to a building fire in 
the various communities . 

Chief Reineke said ambulance 
service could also be in
corporated in the new station . 

"The new station will reduce the 
response time to an emergency in 
the area." he noted . "We hope to 
achieve 4 minute response times 
throughout the entire County ." 

Of the three locations proposed 
by the County, Chief Reineke 
seemed to favor the one known as 
the Bengies-Walters Elementary 
School site Con Eastern Avenue 
near Bowleys Quarters Road>. 
He said it appears a station 
located there "could provide 
maximum protection for the 
greatest number of people." 

But a planning official pointed 
out the site is in general align
ment with the State Highway 
Administration's proposal for the 
extension of White Marsh 
Boulevard. 

Monies for the station's con
truction and staffing would be 
vailable by July 1, 1979 if County 
oters approve a November bond 

referendum . 
Chase citizens were led to 

believe a referendum passed in 
1976 provided the funds for the 
building of the station, Mr . Kazlo 
noted. 

He said Question F--County 
Operational Building Projects-
totalled $8,914,000 and $604,000 
was earmarked for the Chase 
Fire Station two years ago. But 
the funds were not applied to that 
purpose, he stated. 

During the chief's tour of 
available sites , Mr. Kazlo and 
others questioned him as to the 
status of these construction 
funds . 

"The $604,000 originally 
allocated for the construction of 
the station as an optional item is 
not available because this money 
has been used on other projects," 
explained Chief Reineke. 

"I want to assure you that the 
Fire Department did not utilize 
one dollar of this funding because 
we were not convinced where 
expansion of our services was 
critical." 

proved project to be funded 
during the borrowing plan for the 
years 1977 through 1979. This 
action was supported by the 
Planning Board in 1977 in their 
capital budget review. 

In the capital budget review for 
1978, the Planning Board had to 
extend the construction ~ 
----
Chase Fire Station an additional 
two years because of the shortage 
of general obligation bonds, and 
the decreased current expense 
funds that were available to the 
Fire Department. 

The project has been scheduled 
for the budget year 1980-81 in the 
amount of $649,000, Chief Reineke 
stated. 0 

Dear Editor: ~ 
The volunteer firemen should be 

pra.ise_d and credited for donating 
their time and lives to service the 
Chase community. 

But we need a career fire 
station as described by Fire Chief 
Paul Reineke in a recent article 
in The Avenue. 

The Chase community has 
expanded quite a lot in the last 10 
years to warrant a career fire 
station. So why not combine both 
units? 

I can't see why the career and 
volunteer firefighters couldn't 
work hand in hand in our com
munity. 

The Bowleys Quarters Volun
teer Fire Station, with some 
constructed designing, could 
become just the site for this 
~roject. It would probably be 
fmanc1al credit to the already 
overtaxed taxpayer. 

Sincerely, 
/' G. Conce!!;l Clem.ens 
~~1-1-1-r u 
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Intercepted letter 

Volunteer fireman questions 
need for Chase station 
Dear Chief 
Dear Chief Reineke: 

Since the release of the news arti
cle on July 20, there have been two 
small fires of suspicious origin in the 

I was very interested in the (Essex Oliver Beach neighborhood. One of 
Times) story of July 20 in which you these involved a large barn which 
were quoted as saying that the Chase was spared serious damage by units 
Fire Station "will be the next station from Bowley's Quarters and the 
we build." I am a property otherfirstalarmcompanies. 
owner/ resident of the Bowley's Even with such factors as the long 
Quarters-Chase Area as well as an ac- response distance, a probable arson 
tive fireman with the Bowley's fire, a middle-of-the night response 
Quarters Volunteer Fire .Dept. and a lack of nearby hydrants, all 

Our fire department is presently working against the first responding 
the first-due company in the units, the building was saved very ef-
Chase/Oliver Beach fire district. f ficiently. · 
must admit that our response time If the existing fi~e service can over-
into this district, (Eastern Ave. Ex- come these types of obstacles and 
tended beyond the Chase Post Of- still perform in an efficient manner, is 
fice) is delayed to some extent by the there really a need to invest $600,000 
mileage we must cover. However, 1 in a new station, $75,000 - $100,000 
feel that the following statistics more to equip it, and then over $20-
should be considered before the 0,000 each year in salaries alone for 
need for a $600,000 station can be the firemen to man such a station? 
supported in November. I for one, hope that placement of 

The Bowley's Quarters VFD any additional fire stations will be 
responded to 544 total calls during given a much more thorough evalua-
the 1977 calendar year. Only 47 of tion by both the administraters and 
those calls were located in the the voters. ~ . 
Chase/Oliver Beach area as "'u9 .,. \q0"6 

f't ::J I M K K' descdbed above. ax . mg 
Of those 47 calls, 34 were classified ~'S'S e.x Holly Hunt Road 

as single engine responses (i.e. ,. ••• Ti~trn~~e.~s~------
woods, trash, auto or pump details); 
seven were ambulance assists and 
only six calls involved structure fires. 

The people directly involved with 
those 47 responses undoubtably feel 
they deserve quicker service. 
However, I feel that the dollar 
amount involved to provide this 
quicker service is way out of line. 

H~ffines' Appeal Still 

Future development may or may 
not take place in the Chase/Oliver 
Beach district. The Bowleys Quarters 
VFD is aware of this, and has placed 
an order for a new, up-to-date 
pumpertanker to keep pace with the 
needs of the E'.ntire community. 

ti.t,..{ 

Upln TheAir ~,_11 '"? 71' 
Although more than 15 days 

have elapsed since Fire Chief 
Paul H. Reineke imposed 
disciplinary action on Lieutenant 
Carroll W. Huffines, an appeal 
has not been filed nor has the 
penalty been initiated, as of press 
time. 

Andrew Kahn. attorney for Lt. 
Huffines said, "The County 
Administrative Officer, Ran
dolph Rosencrantz , must review 
the imposition of the penalty 
before any action can be taken. 
He has to approve it. He can 
reduce the sentence, but he can 
not increase it." 

On Aug. 25, Chief Reineke 
found Lt. Huffines guilty of 
violating Fire Department Rules 
and Regulations . The Chief or
dered Lt . Huffines, an Essex 

resident presently assigned to the 
Essex paid fire station, to be 
transferred to the Halethorpe 
station, and lose 10 vacation days 
and four other leave days. 

This action was taken as the 
result of a letter Lt. Huffines 
wTote to The Avenue criticizing 
the use of a fire engine to fill a 

<See APPEAL, Page 28> 

f):om Page 1 
water tank for animals at the 
County Fair . In the letter: Lt. 
Huffines alleged that a family in 
Cedar Beach was burned out of 
their home while the engine was 
on detail. Fire Department 
records claim the damage was 
only $200. 

The decision by Rosencrantz 
has been delayed because the 
County Attorney , John Austin, 
has been on vacation. 

Once the County Administrative 
Officer makes his ruling, it is 
believed by attorneys for Lt. 
Huffines, they will have fifteen 

days to appeal or accept the 
penalty. 

Chief Deputy LeRoy Fink of the 
County Fire Department said 
"We expected to put in Lt 
Huffine's transfer papers today 
but we don 't know what is hap
pening right now . We just have ta 
wait for a ruling ." 

When questioned, Rosencrantz 
admitted he was not certain 
about the procedure, sa g he 
thought Lt. Huffines • 
peal to him before 
Administrative Office, 
rule. Q 



Lt. Hu_ffines 
l!j' lliXllD 

Undecided 

0 
AU~ ::l 1 1978 

nAppeal 

. did not intend to criticize the fire 
Be~1ch f~m1ly wa~ "burned question of his right of. free department, the volunteers, ~r 
o_ut of their ho!ll,e while an ~ssex speech, but one that, basically fire department officials. His 
f~re eng~C: was out of service_ to concerns the truthfulness of plea to the public _was that the 
fill the fairs water tanks. It was written statements that Lt. ounty administration should not 
later learned that the house in Huffines made to various ~isuse the fire department." 
questio_n only _sustained $200, newspapers that called i~to He refused further comment. 
according to fire department question the reliability of the Fi.re Chief Reineke said, "I hope we 
reports. . . Department in carrying out _its can accomplish the goal of 

On Thursda~, _a Fact-Fmdmg duties. _It is in the inaccuracies rehabilitation by his transfer to 
Bo~rd, cons1stmg of ~ep~ty that are of concern." . Halethorpe." 
Chiefs Charles 0. Wemre1ch, Lt. Huffines, in his lett~r, Although Chief Deputy Le~oy 
Russell E. Palmer, and Ch_arles claimed that County Execu~1ve Fink represented th~ fire 

Fire Lieutenant Carroll w. R. Moo~ey met and 9uest10ned Ted Venetoulis was responsible department at the hearmg, all 
Huffines, Jr. apparently has not Lt. Huff mes abo~~ th~ six charges for ordering the fire departm~nt members of the board openly 
made a decision whether he will and dozen spec1f1cations. to fill the water tan~ - Chief questioned the actions of Lt. 
appeal disciplinary action levied Th~ Bo~rd_ found that Lt. Reineke said all actions and Huffines. 
ag~nst him by Paul H. Reineke, Huffines did violate the Rules and decisions concerning the water . 
Chief of the Baltimore County Regulations of the Department tank were made within the fire At the hearing, Chief Pamler 
Fire Department. and ~hey recommended that Lt. department. noted that Lt. Huffines depended 

Attorneys for Lt. Huffines, an Huffines be demoted to Chief Reineke, nothing that the on hearsay when he wrote the 
Essex resident presently firefighter. be transferred to letter was aimed at alleged ac- house was "burned out." 
assigned to the Essex paid fire another station for a period of at lions of Venetoulis, declared, "I Lt. Huffines remarked, "I was 
station, expect a decision to be I least two years, suspended for 30 am convinced that (Lt. Huffines> told by firefighters who _were at 
made by the end of the week. / days without pay , and lose all did not intend to bring harm upon the fire that the family was 

The findings were disclosed 1311 and leave between now and the fire service." burned out." 
Friday, and he was given 15 days the end of 1979. During the hearing, attorneys ~Chief Mooney w?ndered wh~ no 
to accept or declare intentions to I The board sent these recom- for Lt. Huffines, Andrew Kahn ormal complaint was fll~d 
appeal. mendations to the Chief, and he and Jerome Blum, urged the ·ithin the department s 

Followi!lg _recommendations by had the power to either increase board of high ranking officers to rievance proce~ur~s. . 
a fact-fmdmg hearing board, or decrease them . look at the intention of the letter. "I wasn't quesllomng the pohc~ 
Chief Reineke on Friday ordered Upon making his announcem~nt Mr. Kahn stated, "Lt. Huffines f the Chief or t~e department, 
Lt. ~uffin~s to be transferred to of . the act~on ~m~osed, Chief felt he was voicing his opinion on replied Lt. Hufhnes. {) . 
Station 5 m Halethorpe. In ad- Reineke said, ' This is not a a matter of public concern. He 
dition Lt. Huffines has been 
deprived of ten vacation leave 
days and four 1311 days. 

Departmental charges against 
Lt. Huffines stemmed from a 
letter originally published in The 
Avenue. The letter blasted use of 
a fire engine to fill a water tank 
~ animals at the Baltimore 

From Page 1 
County Fair ;-and claimed this 
acti?n cut professional fire 
service to the Essex community. 

In his note to the paper, Lt. 
Huffines alleged that a Cedar 

Fireman's hobby 8l1c 
111 777 

Ray Lewis of White Pine Road, Mid
dle River, has mounted this display of 
fire equipment models at the Essex 
branch library. Mr. Lewis, a fulltime 
fire?man by occupation, has labeled 
many of the models after actual 

equipment. A fire truck in the case is 
called Engine 212 of the Rowley's 
Quarters Volunteer Fire Department 
A fire boat is named Mayor J. Harold 
Grady, after the former Baltimore 
leader. 1;1 
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VIGILANT FIRE DEPT .-ESSEX 

This building was built around 1915 for approximately $2,500. 

It was the first fire building located in Essex and now houses the 

Vigilant Building & Loan Association. It is a two story frame 

building complete with a bell tower. 

\ ./ 



Rosedale Volunteer Firemen To Launch 
~:i.s1 11~ ~ ~ 

First Public tund 1iampa1gn In Z't 1ears 
The Rosedale Volunteer Fire Company ~ill launch a campaign to raise $80,000 to 

replace one of their fire trucks. The drive will open Tuesday and continue through May 
18. Coin-saver cards will be the · medium of the drive, with residents of the areas served 
by the volunteer company askea to support the first direct appeal the group ha& made in 
the twenty-seven years of its existence. 

In addition, the Eastern Enterprise has offered the group a commission on every 
subscription sold to help them meet their goal. The truck to be purchased will be a 950 
gallen pumper to use where water 
is not available and also to be ready 
for immediate use while hose is 
being connected to a fire plug. 

Their slogan will be, "Help Us 
To Pr~t You," eoncurrently with 
their motto, '"We Labor to Protect, 

either Essex or Fullerton cowd spare 
their en~nes to run the long dis
tance to Ro~ale, often to find tne 
burning bub.ding completely de 
stroyed before they were able to 
thread their way through the in
direct road system and arrive 
the scene. 

In the tumultuous organm 
meeting, stormy and interrupted by 

(Continqed on nage 2) 



Rosedale !Firemen's First Fund Ap,,eal 
Deserves Support From County Citizens 

The Ro:;;edale Volunteer Fire Company will launch the 
first public fund appeal Tue.gday it has ever made during ~he 
27 years it has faithfully served the community. A history 
of the manner in which it has performed its duties is 
recounted on the front page of this edition. 

Needle::>.:;; to sa~, volunteer fire companies form a bulwark 
of every community and the Rosedale company has filled that 
role with di::>tinction. The men who staff these companies 
serve without pay and are on call twenty-four hours a day. 

The Ro3edale community has grown enormously from 
a group of farms, small stores-and filling stations a few years 
ago, to a thriving, integrated small city today. Thousands 
of new homes have been built, and businesses, large and 
small, have opened along Pulaski Highway and Philadelphia 
road. 

The role 'vhich the Rosedale volunteer firemen must 
play in protecting their community grows bigger every day. 
They ~.-e entitled to a helping hand-from th.eir fellow citi-' 
zens and now is the time they need it most. 

.Shown above are members of the Rosedale Volunteer Fire Company which 

make~ its fir.st public appeal for funds next Tuesday. The Company is seeking to raise $30.000 through the 

distributicn o-f coin cards and other means in order to purchase a new engine. The members are. left to 

rt"'h" front row. Geor_i::e Meise. Willilm Hagen, Cla1·ence Weiseman .. '\l.fred Warren, Lav.-Tence Kridenoff, 

~1 Heinbuch and Howard Porter: , . .-cond ro-.. ·, E-!.ward Koppelman. Earl Hennlein, Raymond Holestom, 

l:'~_-ank Gabriel, Edward" ebel. Howard En ,Ike, Edgar Andersoq; ' back row, Herbert Shoemaker, Alan 

Rusc>el Erdman. Fred Schilfarth. <'.lnd Arthur Burger. Barely visible in the 
(Ph!>to by Sal Giordano) 



olunteer fire company 

reports no commitments 

on flooded supplies 

Nearly two weeks after flood 
waters caused approximately $25,000 
damage to the Cowenton Volunteer 
Fire Company, members of the 
Ebenezer Road station are still clean
ing up _and sifting through the debris. 

While the volunteer company is 
receiving assistance from Civil 
Defense, which is providing medical 
supplies, financial assistance from the 
county is "only a possibility at this 
time," according to Tom Forwood, 
company president. "Nothing has 
been committed so far, " he noted. 

"It's a long, slow process," said Mr. 
Forwood, "We have a couple of 
months' worth of work to do." 

The August 27 flood filled the 
basement of the fire station and 
threatened to seep into the first 
floor, where important records and 
communication equipment is kept. 
Still, water destroyed all the 
paramedc supplies, many generators, 
come-alongs, portapowers, and 
other mainenance equipment stored 
in the basement. 

The recreation and bunk rooms 
were also extensively damaged. The 
paneling and insulation in these 
rooms had to be torn down because 
of water damage. 

Mr. Forwood added that anyone 
who wishes to make a contribution 
to the station, eith monetary or 
otherwise, may contact him at 335-
7500, or by visiting the station, 5419 
Ebenezer Road, White Marsh, 21162p 

Hu_ffines' Appeal Still 

Upln The Air 
Although more than 15 days 

have elapsed since Fire Chiet 
~au_! . H. Reineke imposed 
d1sc1phnary action on Lieutenant 
Carroll W. Huffines, an appeal 
has not been filed nor has the 
~enalty been initiated, as of press 
time. 
An~rew Kahn . attornev for Lt. 

Huffines said, "The County 
Administrative Officer , Ran
dolph Rosencrantz , must review 
the imposition of the penalty 
before any action can be taken. 
He has to approve it. He can 
reduce the sentence, but he can 
not increase it." 

On Aug. 25, Chief Reineke 
found Lt. Huffines guilty of 
violating Fire Department Rules 
and Regulations . The Chief or-
dered L~ _Huffines , an Essex 

resident presently assigned to the 
Essex paid fire sta tion, to be 
tra~sferred to the Halethorpe 
stat10n, and lose 10 vacation days 
and four other le.ave days. 

This action wa taken as the 
result of a letter Lt. Huffines 
wrote to The Avenue criticizing 
the use of a fire engine to fill a 

<See APPEAL, Page 28J 

Dear Editor: 
The edition of The Avenue dated 

September 14th brought this 
matter of Lt. C. W. Huffines of 
the Essex Fire Department to my 
attention . 

As a concerned citizen of the 
Essex-Middle River .area . I'm 
writing in his defense. Lt. Huf
ines' action was correct and 
ustified. His concern was for the 
ublic's safety and not the 

animals watering tank at the 
Baltimore County Fair . 

In my opinion, Chief Reineke. in 
the words of the late President 
Harry S. Truman. 'If you can 't 
stand the heat in the kitchen, get 
the hell out', and that he did and 
made his Lt. the scapegoat. 

As Chief of the Fire Depart
ment, Reineke should have 
assumed the responsibility and 

a~ the blame tor his ob-· 
vious blunder. "Oh no" - to be 
reprimanded. He s~ould be sent 
to the boondocks with the loss of 
fourteen days. 

The County Administrative 
officer. R. Rosencrantz , should 
make a complete review and 
reverse the· changes. making 
Chief P . H. Reineke guilty of 
incompetence. Rule in ~avor of 
Lt. Huffines for speaking. and 
writing his mind which is no 

water tank for animals at the 
County Fair . In the letter Lt 
Huffines alleged that a fami,ly i~ 
Ce~ar Beach was burned out of 
their home while the engine was 
on detail. Fire Department 
records claim the damage was 
only $200. 

The decision by Rosencrantz 
has been delayed because the 
County Attorney. John Austin 
has been on vacation. ' 
O~ce the County Administrative 

Off~cer makes his ruling, it is 
behe_ved by attorneys for Lt. 
Huffmes, they will have fifteen 

days to appeal or accept the 
penalty. 

Chief Deputy LeRoy Fink of the 
County Fire Department said 
"We expected to put in Lt'. 
Huffine 's transfer papers today , 
but . we don't know what is hap
pening right now. We just have to 
wait for a ruling." 

When questioned, Rosencrantz 
admitted he was not certain 
about the procedure, saying he 
thought Lt. Huffines had to ap· 
peal to him before he as 
Administrative Office, ~ould 
rule. ~ 

I don't profess to know the Fire 
Department rules and 
:egulations. but in mv 
Judgement. Chief Reineke pulled 
rank and a few political strings to 
his advantage. "Justice Indeed." 
. To me this is a very importent 
issue close to ~e. The 
Avenue shuuld give a "A-l" 
stamp of approval to see justice 
prevails . 

Inform its readers of this area --- ---
of its importance. "Huffines vs . 
the Bureaucracy" . Print a 
pet!tion for the readers to sign . 

Right or wrong, Lt. Huffines 
decision to put out fires or to 
water the animals 
Good Luck "Huff. · 



Trial Board To ·Review 
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Huffines' Case TomoProw 
by Willia~ Pacer 

A trial board will convene in 
Towson Friday to consider the 
appeal of fire Lieutenant Carroll 
W. Huffines, Jr. Lt. Huffines is 
seeking a reversal of disciJ!linary 
action leveled agaipst ·him by 
County Fire Chief Paul· H. 
Reineke for alleged inaccuraci_es 
contained in a letter Huffines sent 
to The Avenue. 

County Administrative Officer 
Randolph Rosencrantz, Police 
Chief Cornelius J. Behan, and a 
representative of the Personnel 
Salary and Advisory Board, Gail 
R. Mazur, will hear arguments at 
2 PM in the Executive Con
ference Room, located on the 
mezzanine level of the Old Court 
House. 

"The trial board will not re-try 
the case," said Rosencrantz. "We 
will accept a statement of facts 
from the Fire Department and 
take a statement from Lt. Huf
fines and his attorneys. Wit
nesses can be called by either 
party in the case. It is not a 

formal hearing, but we do keep a 
transcript." 

He noted, "We will be there to 
pass judgement on the 
reasonableness of the penalty. 
Although we can do damn near 

. .anything we want to and raise the 
penalty, I don't know of any case 
where the trial board increased 
the penalty." 

According to Rosencrantz, the 
hearing is open to the public 
unless a closed session is 
requested by Lt. Huffines or a 
board member. Lt. Huffines and 
Rosencrantz have said they 
wanted an open meeting. 

Supporters of Lt. Huffines are 
hopeful the trial board will 
significantly alter Lt. Huffines' 
sentence of a transfer to 
Halethorpe and a loss of a total of 
14 leave days. 

A firefighter who wished to 
remain anonymous declared, "In 
Baltimore City, a Cardiac Rescue 
Technician and a firefighter on 
an ambulance abandoned a 
teenage mother and her stillborn 
child saying they should go to the 
hospital by private car, and those 

guys· only lost thr~e leave days 
each. A firefighter who ap
parently has a habit of sleeping 
through fire calls lost two days. 
All Huffines did was tell the 
taxpayers about something he 
thought was wrong." 

Rosencrantz responded, "The 
situation in Baltimore City and 
Baltimore County are different. 
We will consider all the facts 
before we make a ruling." ti 

.fl C/5 

Huffines Files Appeal 
Attorneys for fire Lieutenant 

CarFoll W. Huffines have filed an 
appeal with Baltimore County 
seeking a reversal of disciplinary 
action leveled against the Essex 
resident for a letter sent to The 
Avenue. 

"We mailed an appeal to the 
trial board on Friday," said 
Andrew Kahn for Lt. Huffines. 

Although Fire Chief Paul H. 
Reineke announced Aug. 25 that 
Lt. Huffines would lose a total of 
14 leave days and be transferred 
from Essex lo the Halethorpe fire 
station for alleged inaccuracies 
~ontained in the letter to The 
Avenue, the penalty had lo be 
approved by the County 
Administrative Officer, Ran 
dolph Rosencrantz . 

Rosencrantz stated, "I changed 
the penalty slightly. Originally, 

Lt. Huffines would be transferred Engine 71, stationed at 
to Halethorpe for two years. But Essex, was retired ycs
now, he is transferred only as terday at lJ A '\f. The old 
long as Chief Reineke_ feels the fa_ithf 11J firefight!n,g "ehirlc 
transfer should remain in ef. II h ~ 

wi e pl_acecf into rese rve feet.·· 
h. status. Ho.rwever, Engi'n,. He added, "I'm sorry to see t 1s .._ 

happen lo Lt. Huffines. However , 71 was also re-born at 
if you say something in public, the same instant as a 
vou must be accurate.'' new diesel powered 1000 
·Attorney Kahn noted, gallon Mack was placed 
"Basically,, Rosencrantz didn'I into servfre. The 1975 
alter the sentence at all , and we '\1aCk IS eguipt 'th 
are going to the trial board ." - wi 

According to Kahn, the trial 
board cannot increase the 
penalty . 

The Huffines' letter criticized 
the use of a fire engine to fill a 
water tank at the County Fair, 
and claimed that a family was 
burned out of their home while 
the apparatus was on this detail. 

matic transmission, a deck 
monitor pipe and spacious 
compartment:; lo store the 
~ariou.s types of #!ear 11eed
ed t_o combat fires. 

Yesterday's 
dedicating the $75,000 fire 
en~ine, were attended by 
Chief Paul Reineke, and 

civic and 



Firefighters, local groups raise #7;;;? 
$5,000 for muscular dystrophy drive 

The Baltimore County Professional 
Firefighters Association Local 1311, in 
their fourth annual marathon softball 
game for muscular dystrophy, raised 
over $5000 in back-to-back, 24-hour 
softball games at Stemmers Run Field 
Labor Day weekend. 

The first 24 hour softball marathon, 
sponsored by Rainbow-Tee Shirt 
Enterprises Co. Saturday, raised over 
$1000 for the charity. Members of the 
Rainbow-T-Shirt Team played 20 
games as part of their contribution 
for M. D. Owner of the firm, Tom 
Laricci, sold-T-shirts and donated 
funds from the sales to M.D. Scott 
Hickman was responsible for setting 
up the marathon game for the firm. 

The firefighters kicked off their 
games Sunday, Sept. 3, at 7 p.m. The 
ceremonies were emceed by 
Cleveland M. Reynolds. Adding 
color to the opening ceremonies 
were the Baltimore City Bagpipe 
Band and the American Legion Post 
148 Honor Guard. Joe DiCara jr. sang 
the national anthem. 

On hand to cheer the firefighters 
on and to toss out the ceremonial 

opening game ball were Steve and 
Tom Bailey, poster children in the 
area for Muscular Dystrophy. Both 
children are afflicted with the dis
ease. 

To get the firefighters started in 
their fund raising, several troups 
donated money. Members of the 
Riverside VFW Post, President 
Dorothy Leach, Treasurer Nan 
Moore, Fran Reed and Marge Collet
ti made a donation at $200. The 
American Instrument Company from 
Laurel, Md. through manager Ron 
Roush, presented M. D. with a check 
for $300. 

The Action Team of Democratic 
candidates, instead of buying more 

Fire official 
honor Esse 
/~ide~fi 

18 graduate 
from academy 

Several area residents were 
honored by the Baltimore County Fire 
Department in Towson last Friday 
durin.g ceremonies for 18 graduates of 
the Fire Academy. 

,David Anshel .and Donald Dowell 
both of ~andalwood Rd. were cited 
for rescuing Mrs. Sarah Dean from a 
burning building at 947 Sandalwood 
Rd. on May 22. 

When the blaze broke out the two 
men and a third unknown m~n heard 
screams, entered the house and 
found Mrs. Dean confused and dis
oriented by the fire. They moved her 
to safety and called firefighters. 

Four men from Chase were 
honored for heroic action when a 
church _Parsonage on Eastern Ave. 
ca~g~t fire. Byron Myers, Ricky Reed, 
William Johnson and Kenneth 
Marshall saved a substantial amount 
of furniture before firemen arrived to 
save the buildin . 

political signs, decided· th-at the 
children were more important and 
donated $208. to M.D. The can
didates dug into their own pockets to 
help the cause and challenged the 
other candidates to do the same. 

Curt Anderson of WBAL-TV an
nounced the opening game of the 
marathon and then played in the se
cond game. 

The firefighters, under the direc
tion of Clift Roush and Don Wilhelm 
are to be commended for a job well 
done for Muscular Dystrophy. 

The citizens of Baltimore County 
are very fortunate to have men of this 
calibre who are willing to give up 
their spare time to help "Jerry and his 
kids." o 

T e Loya Or er of the Moose, Es
sex Lodge 768, on Riverside Dr., was 
commended for a seven-week Com
munity blood reserve testing 
program. More than 530 area resi
dents participated in the project. 

William Fleshman, Walter Frese and 
Russell Bennett accepted the awards 
for the E~~ex Moose chapter. 

In add1t1on, seven paid firefigh ers 
from area stations were recognized 
for donating their services to the ef
fort. They were; Paramedic Earl F. 
Moore, Firefighter Clifford Roush 
P.ara~edic Walter J. Gregory Jr.'. 
F1ref1ghter John Owens, Paramedic 
Kenneth Kulisiewicz and James Shay. 

Three of the 18 graduates of the Fire 
Academy were from Essex. They are: 
Robert A. Putzulo, Christopher Schoff 
and Christian Weir. Alf three were as
signed to the Essex station in accor
dance with department policy to keep 
the men close to home. 

Also honored at the ceremony was 
Carr?ll Huffines Jr., the president of 
B.alt1.more County Professional 
F1ref1ghters Association who was 
given an award for efforts ~n behalf of 
the men and the department. Huf
fines is from Rockaway Beach. I 



Jernigan promoted, then 
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moved to Eastview station 
By Leslie Lund 

Take note when the shiny red 
engines rush to the scene of an acci
dent or fire in the Essex area because 
they are under the command of a 
newly promoted captain. 

Jerry Jernigan was made the new 
captain at the Eastview Fire Station on 
Jan. 21, along with several other 
promotions in Baltimore County. 

Formerly, Lt. Jernigan sees himself 
as a liaison between the ad
ministrative branch of the fire 
department and the men who do the 
actual fire fighting. 

His duties include scheduling and 
evaluating the firemen in his station 
for promotions and riding the engine 
to the scene of fires ana calamities 
which occur in the Essex area. 

Captain Jernigan feels the most im
portant parts of his job are the ser
vice he does the public and the 
maintenance of good morale among 
his men. 

He stated, "We all have to live 
together, so I try to make it 
bearable." 

Essex firefighters are called out on 
anything from cats caught in trees to 
major industrial fires. Captain Jer
nigan said the frequency of prank 
alarms has lessened since the a 'arm 
boxes have been taken out of the Es
sex area. 

The most important decision the 
captain has to make when arriving at 
the location of a fire is what type of 
equipment is necessary for the 
emergency. 

For example, if there is a large in
dustrial fire the captain would order 
a three-inch hose and allow for a 
great deal of water. 

He stated that he gets a great deal 
of satisfaction from the knowledge of 

how important his job is to the peo
ple of the community. 

He said the people are particularly 
appreciative when he risks his life to 
save others, but "it's all part of the 
job of a firefighter," Capt. Jernigan 

Capt. Jerry Jernigan 

.. . enjoys new assignment 

re-emphasized. 
The captain has been with the fire 

department since 1962 when he pas
sed the government qualification 
exam which is a requirement to 
entrance. 

He stated that you must be a 
fireman for five years before you are 
considered for promotion to lieute
nant. 

There are as few as four or five 
positions which come open each 
year for captain and 70 to 80 people 
take the qualifying examination, said 
the new captain. 

The fire department conducts ac
tivities for the community such as fire 
prevention instruction, fire drill prac
tice in schools and homes, and con
ducts visitors' tours for those in
terested in the internal workings of 
the department. 

Capt. Jernigan stated that his men 
are frequently called out on 
automobile casualties because of the 
network of highways throughout the 
Essex area. 

There are divisions of the fire 
department which function in
dependently of those who ride the 
engines. There are experts on arson 
who work directly with the police as 
well as fire prevention and com
munication departments. 

Larry fluskins, a para-medic with 
the Eastview Station, described the 
intensive training in emergency 
medical treatment which all 
firefighters are required to have. 

The firemen are trained to deal 
with such emergencies as shock 
trauma and dehydration caused by 
:rushin i · · 

As a para-medic, Mr. Huskins was 
also trained in cardiac rescue 
therapy, which involves the diagnos
ing and treatment of heart attack vic
tims. 

A cardiac rescue technician also 
learns drug therapy and is capable of 
starting a patient's heart and keeping 
him alive until help arrives. 

According to Capt. Jernigan, the 
men in his aepartment take approx
imately 25 to 30 seconds to get on 
their boots, helmet and other gear 
and be on the engine after hearing 
the alarm. 

They respond to all calls with 
readiness and efficiency befitting the 
dedicated supervision they receive 
from their new captain, Jerry Jer
nigan. 

Captain Jernigan lives in Essex with 
his wife and four children.tt 



~Jlief reveals 
future site of -
Chase station 

Reineke labels tract near 

Graces Quarters Rd. 

as likely·location 
<--9i ~..i J-? y 

The Baltimore County Fire Chief 
has stated in a letter that an approx
imate location has been selected for a 
proposed Chase career fire station. 

Chief Paul H. Reineke wrote In a 
November 2 letter that a future fire 
house for that community will be "at 
or near the intersection of Graces 
Quarters and Eastern Avenue." 

The quotation was included in a 
letter to the president of the com
munity group that has campaigned for 
the facility for several years, Charles P. 
Kazlo of Oliver Beach. 

Mr. Kazlo told The Times the fa
vored site is one that residents 
pointed out to Chief Reineke durning 
a tour of the area in late July. 

In an interview with this paper in 
July, Chief Reineke said a fire station 
for Chase "will be the next station we 
ouild." 

The proposed new facility would 
serve the Bowleys Quarters peninsula, 
Seneca Park, Carrollwood, as well as 
the outermost reaches of Eastern Ave
nue Extended, including Harewood 
Park, Twin River Beach and Oliver 

Beach. Representatives of those 
neighborhoods have joined in an or
gani.ation talled Concerned Citizens 
for Chase fire station, whose presi
dent is Mr. Kazlo. 

A bond issue approved by the vot
ers in 1976 was promoted by the 
Venetoulis administration as contain
ing funds for the Chase facility. How
ever, no funds from that source, or 
any other, have been applied to the 
project. 

And, in the recent letter to Mr. 
Kazlo, Chief RE:incke again seemed to 
express doubts about the urgency of 
the need: 

A paragraph says: 
"The justification for the priority of 

need for a fire station location in 
Baltimore County that designated the 
Chase-Bengies and Oliver Beach areas 
as a priority was. based on the station 
to be located at or near the intersec
tion of Bowleys Quarters Road and 
Eastern Avenue. The priority of need 
diminishes significantly by moving the 
planned fire station approximately 
two miles further up Eastern Avenue 
into the Chase community." 

Mr. Kazlo said he would seek an 
explanation of this paragraph from 
the chief. I 



~ IJf"'-7 "'77-· - .. ~ Miss Fire Prevention ..,~,..,-~c .. n-
susan C. White (I.) representing Middle River Fire Station No. 12, was selected 
Miss Fire Prevention at the Fire Expo '78 held Oct. 8 at Timonium State 
Fairgrounds. Miss Fire Prevention will represent the Baltimore County Fire 
Department in fire prevention activities. Also pictured is G. Susan Mizelle of 

~ Essex Fire Station No. 7, chosen a member of the court, and George M. 
Weigandt, Deputy Chief of Fire Prevention. ")-' 

Reineke Named 
(aunty's New 
Fire "/Jiel ~, _, ") 

I! ,-

it one of the easiest ( 
decisions he's had to make in the 
past few months, Baltimore 
County Executive Theodore G. 
Venetoulis at his Tuesday mor
ning press conference in Tow
son announced he appointment 
of Paul H. Reineke .as chief of 
the Fire Department. 

"Although we interviewed can
didates from around the coun
try," Mr. Venetoulis said, "Chief 
Reincke's infectuous enthusiasm 
and zeal for finding new and 
more effective ways of doing 
th ngs made him a prime con
tender for this position from the 
start. 

Chief Reineke, with 23 years' 
experience as a firefighter, for 
the past five years has been the 
deputy chief in charge of the 
Fire Prevention Bureau. 

"With this background," Mr. 
Venetoulis sa ·d, "the chief is 
specially equipped to take charge 
of the force in the years ahead, 
since this administration intends 
to place a new emphasis on pre
vention in the Fire Department." 

Mr. Venetoulis said that he 
asked the new chief to under
take the following programs "im
mediately:" 

Launch a major new commu
nity fire prevention program in 
the districts of the county, a 
program in which firefighters 
will visit homes and schools, put 
on demonstrat:ons, and contin
uously conduct fire inspections 
throughout the county with an 
eye to preventing· fires. 

Begin a new campaign aimed 
at encouraging homeowners and 
businessmen to install smoke 
detectors or sprinkling systems 
in their bu:Idings. 

"As Chief Reineke points out 
so forcefully, the best firefight
ing techniques will not help 
those who suffocate from smoke 
inhalation before a fire actual
ly breaks out," Mr. Venetoulis 
said. 
· Develop a large scale pre-file 
planning program in wh '.ch fire
fighters will survey and study 
the layout of large complexes in 
their service areas in order to 
work out effective plans for figh
ting fires at such locations 
should they occur. 

Expand the Fire Department's 
training and retraining pro
grams. 

"No area of fire suppression 
is as important as training of 
personnel and Chief Reineke in
tends to see that every _paid and 
volunteer firefighter in the coun
ty has finished a complete t nor 
OU oh fire tra ning program, Ir. 
Ve~etouhs said . 



Seven New Firefighters Assigned Locally 
Seven firefighters who recently graduated from 
the Baltimore County Fire Academy have been 
assigned to duty locally. Pictured above, they are 
(1 tor, first row): Howard K. Dudderar, Joseph 
A. Gugliuzza, Steven Sowa, Wayne E. Garrison. 
Gugliuzza is assigned to the Essex Station; the 

remaining new firefighters are ailsigned to Dun
dalk. The new faces at the local firehouses were 
members of a class of 19 who were graduated 
from the Fire Academy on October 21st after 
completing 15 weeks of rigorous training. 

v 
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1 In.junction Granted 

In Hu_ffines Case 
By William Pacer 

A circuit court judge has for
bidden the County Fire Depart
ment from initiating any punish
ment against Lieutenant Carroll 
W. Huffines, Jr .; pending con
clusion of the case. 

Judge Austin W. Brizeadme 
signed the injunction Friday to 
forestall the transfer of Lt . 
Huffines from the Essex station 
to Halethorpe. 

Andrew Kahn , attorney for Lt. 
Huffines, requested the in 
junction Thursday after a county 
trial board declined to reduce 
disciplinary action against Lt. 
Huffines for a letter he sent to 
The A venue. In the letter, Lt. 
Huffines criticized the use of a 
fire engine to fill a water tank at 

the Baltimore Co . Fair anc 
claimed Essex was deniec 
"professional·· fire protectior 
during the detail. The fir1 
department denied th1 
allegation . 

For the letter , Lt. Huffines wa• 
to be transferred and lose a tot 
of 14 leave days. 

Kahn said, "We have exhauste~ 
all administrative procedure 
and we are now going to Circui 
Court. We wanted the County t 
refrain (from transferring L 
Huffines to Halethorpe J until w1 
have finished <with our appeal ir 
the courts J." 

Fire Chief Paul H. Reineke wai 
unavailable for comment 
However , a spokesperson sai 
"He is completely removed fro 
the situatwn since ii is now m th 

~ 



Memories 0.f The "Vi,gilant Fire Co." 

Live OnAs We Remember .... 

<From the files of the Heritage Society of Essex
Middle River, Inc.) 

Fire protection began very humbly in the Essex 
area . Many concerned citizens felt that since the 
area consisted mostly of woods and farmland it was 
imperative to have organized fire protection in their 
community . 

The Vigilant Volunteer Fire Company was formed 
since everyone realized that bucket brigades were of 
little use, and that neighboring township fire com
panies were too far away to be effective. In 1915 the 
Vigilant Volunteers constructed a two-story frame 
building with a bell tower, costing a total of $2,500. 
The ring of the tower bell was loud enough to be heard 
for miles whenever fire hit the area . 

On Dedication Day of the new fire company 
building, as if by fate, a fire occured at the home of a 
Mr. Hengimehl. A group of eleven men manned the 
engine (except on hills where the men had lo get off so 
horses could pull the engine ). It is believed the fire 
was caused by Mr . Hengimehl falling down the stairs 
with an oil lamp, and he ultimately burned to death . 

The first fire engine was wagon-mounted and was 
powered by proud, prancing fire horses. The entire 
fire rig with horses was purchased from the 
Baltimore City Fire Department. 

The horses were stabled at the Taylor Land Com
pany , and when there were no fires they were used for 
grading and developing the Essex community. 

Motorized fire pumps were rapidly replacing the 
antique horse-drawn rigs , so at one of the 

-

meetings, after much heated discussion , the volun 
teers purchased a 1914 Bessemer motorized chassis. 
On this they mounted the pump from the wagon. 

This engine had a small pump and carried fire hose 
as well as a 4D-foot ladder for high places. A thirty 
gallon chemical tank was also mounted behind the 
driver's seat. This new motorized rig served as 
modern equipment until sometime in the year 1919. 

After annexation of a large portion of Baltimore 
County by Baltimore City, the remainder of the 
county was left with only two paid firehouses , one in 
Towson and the other in Catonsville. In 1919 the chief 
of the department, Philip Preister, realized the need 
for added fire protection for the Essex community 
and sent a 1913 four-cylinder American La France to 
Essex from the Towson Fire Station. 

Since no paid fire house existed there, he quartered 
the engine and crew in the Vigilant Volunteer Station 
until another building could be constructed. Since the 
community now had paid fire service, the volunteers 
took their engine out of service and stored it in a shed 
at the rear of their station. 

Tl was a smooth transition, and the volunteers 
continued to hold their regular meetings . Gradually 
the group evolved into a Building and Loan 
Association which is still in existence today. 



*"1) Middle River Station 
Receives New Ennine 

j). . y~ 
B~· William Pact-r (./,)~, .1{~ pft:1t c?r flowing 1,000 gallons of 

The Middle River paid fire water a minute . The angle and 
station at Cllmpass Road and pattern of the nozzle can be 
Henderson Road received a altered without moving the boom. 
welcome Christmas gift Friday A ladder on lhe boom will 
in lhe form of a 1978 Oren fire permit a firefighter to climb up lo 
t>ngine . help direct the flow ·and also 

Ha11alion· Chief Donald Rice permits. use for rescue . In ad-
placed the $115,000 apparalus in dition. there is a remote control 
service al 12 :28 PM Friday . The switch so a firefighter on the 
new Engine 12 gol its first run at ground can step away from the 
I :.J9 PJ\l when it responded to a engine, check the fire at lack. and 
phone booth fire a l the Fedl'ral change the angle and flow of lhe 
DPpo1. l11cal e d across from nozzle .. 
:\!art 111 Airporl The new engine has a Pemfab 

"Tlus new t>ngine is a welcome chassis , a Waterous pump 
add1t1t111 to the Fuurlh Battalion." capable of flowing 1,250 gallons of 
noted Chief Rice. water a minute, and a 500 gallon 

The unit is equipped with a 50- tank . It has a four speed 
toot articulating telescopic Tech- automatic transmission and a 
malic Boom, which represents a 8V7I Detroit Diesel 350-
new s1age in firefighting tacti~s horsepower engin_e. 
111 Baltimore County. The new Eugine 12 replaces a 

The boom can · be controlled t962 Mack that could pump 750 
from the ground and has a nozzel gallons of water a minute . 



Vigilant Volunteer Fire Company 

Information courtesy of the Heritage Society of Essex & Middle River, Inc., 

9 t-t912 The aylor Land Company donated the land for the Vigilant Fire 
Department building. 

At one time a Mr. Bethoule was a partner in a Drug Store located were the 
iolunteer ire partment was. 

The first engines of the Vigilant Fire Department were pulled by horses 
and the men had to get off when going up hills, so the horses could pull 
the wagon. Shortly after opening the Fire Building, a 1914 Bessemer 
motorized chassis was purchased and used until some time in 1919. 

~irst paid crew was in 1920. 

The first.Vigilant Fire Building (also the first fire build1ng in Essex) 
was built around 1915 for a proximately 2,500.00. This building was 
a frame building of two stories complete with a bell tower. The Vigilant 
uilding and Loan Association now occupy this building. 

John Lang was instrumental in forming the Vigilant Volunteer Fire Company. 
He was also involved in the forming of the Vigilant Building Association 
when the ooun y took over firefighting operations. 

~ 

( 
< 



Memories 0.f The "Vigilant Fire Co." 

Live On As We Remember .... 

(From the files of the Heritage Society of Essex
Middle River, Inc.) 

Fire protection began very humbly in the Essex 
area. Many concern~d citizens felt that since the 
area consisted mostly of woods and farmland it was 
imperative to have organized fire protection in their 
community. • 

The Vigilant Volunteer Fire Company was formed 
since everyone realized that bucket brigades were of 
little use, and that neighboring township fire com
panies were too far away to be effective. In 1915 the 
Vigilant Volunteers constructed a two-story frame 
building with a bell tower, costing a total of $2,500. 
The ring of the tower bell was loud enough to be heard 
for miles whenever fire hit the area . 

On Dedication Day of the new fire company 
building, as if by fate, a fire occured at the home of a 
Mr. Hengimehl. A group of eleven men manned the 
engine <except on hills where the men had to get off so 
horses could pull the engine J. It is believed the fire 
was caused by Mr. Hengimehl falling down the stairs 
with an oil lamp, and he ultimately burned to death. 

The first fire engine was wagon-mounted and was 
powered by proud, prancing fire horses. The entire 
fire rig with horses was purchased from the 
Baltimore City Fire Department. 

The horses were stabled at the Taylor Land Com
pany, and when there were no fires they were used for 

rading and developing the Essex community. 
Motorized fire pumps were rapidly replacing the 

antique horse-drawn rigs, so at one of the 

meetings, after much heated discussion, the volun · 
teers purchased a 1914 Bessemer motorized chassis. 
On this they mounted the pump from the wagon. 

This engine had a small pump and carried fire hose 
as_ well as a 40-foot ladder for high places. A thirty 
gallon chemical tank was also mounted behind the 
driver's seat. This new motorized rig served as 
modern equipment until sometime in the year 1919. 

After annexation of a large portion of Baltimore 
County by Baltimore City, the remainder of the 
county was left with only two paid firehouses, one in 
Towson and the other in Catonsville. In 1919 the chief 
of the department, Philip Preister, realized the need 
for added fire protection for the Essex community 
and sent a 1913 four-cylinder American La France to 
Essex from the Towson Fire Station. 

Since no paid fire house existed there, he quartered 
the engine and crew in the Vigilant Volunteer Station 
until another building could be constructed. Since the 
community now had paid fire service, the volunteers 
look their engine out of service and stored it in a shed 
al the rear of their station. 
It was a smooth transition, and the volunteers 

continued to hold their regular meetings. Gradually 
the group evolved into a Building and Loan 
Association which is still in xi tence toda . 

DU! BE!lTAGE 
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Bowleys Quarters Installation 
Howle)" Quarters Volun

teer Fire Compan) and i•" 
Ladies Auxiliar) hair! a 
joint installation of offi
('ers for the ('Oming year. 
on Januan 17. 

The in~tallation was held 
at the fire hall lo('ated at 
Bowleys Quarters Road 
anrl Susquehanna A,enue in 
Bowle! s Quarter,... 

\lr. Elmer Dunn. \'i<'e 
Pn•,..idt•nt of the \Tar! land 
State Fi remer1"' Asso<"ia-
t ion installl'fl the arlmini
strathe officers. while \lr .• 
John \lhan. \'irl' Presi
rl<"nt of thl' Baltimore Coun
t\ Fi remens •\sso<"iat ion 
assisted. Deput! Chief 
C:harle:< Weinri('h of thP 
Ra It i more Count! Fi re De
part nwnt installed the fire 
,..upprc-.,..ion offi<'cr,... 

\k \Jar! Jarw Te:der. 
Finan('ial Se!'rl'lar! to the 
\Ian land Stalt• Firemen,.. 
\s,..1u·iat ion administered 
tlw oath of offil'e to the 
ladil',.. \11'1.iliar! and \lrs. 
\lan Smith of the Ralti
morT Count! \ uxi I iar! 
hanrlt'd out the offin·r pins. 

Tht' fol l1rn i Ill! offil'l'I"'"' 
of tlw firl' 1·om1rnn! \H'rt' 

in-.talkrl: Paul C. Cu,..ie. 
Sr-.. Prl'sidl'nt: (;l'orl!t' \in!! 
111. \ i('(· Pn•,..idcnt: 11.C. 
\\ ·<'in ridi. Co rrcspo nd i Ill.! 
S1·1·1Ttar!: l\arl l\irlrl. R1·-
1·orrli111.! S1·1·n·tar!: Hn. 
c;<'O'"I.!<' Ba11. Chaplain: Jo
""Ph \I. \ewht•r-r!. Sear-
1.!t'nt-at- \rm-.: Carl! I<' Cla! 
Sr.. \1h i-.11r! Board: '\'(II"· 

man Ba111111.!art. Captain: 
John \\. Sloul.!h. bt Leui
tl'nant: Stt'H' Corlad .. and 
Fn·d \\ . Fi,..dwr 111 2nd. 
I ,('Iii tt'llall t. 

For th<' Ladie,.. \11'1.ilian 
th<' offi1·1•r,.. are: Loi,.. \\ ed
dll'. l'n·sidt'nt: ·\1111 

New officers of Bowleys 
Quarters VFC are (1-r) Nor
man Baumgart, Captain, 
Lois Weddle, President 
Ladies Auxiliary, and Paul 
G. Cusie, President of the 
fire eompany. 

1T-. Bro\\ 11. Trca:<u rcr; 
Oori-. !'I. idd. Correspond-
inl.! S1·1·n·tar!: Sue Sloul!h. 
R1·1·onli111.! Senetar! Oeh
hit• .Jarumi<'h. fli,,torian: 
Bl'rtha \lal'k. C11anl: Bertha 
Chri-.toplwr. Chaplain: Ce
('('Tia Wei nri('h. Chai rwo
ma 11 of Oelel.!ate,..: Fran!'es 
Bai 11t•-.. So!'ial Chairwo-

. \nn Cla1. Jean Cl<nell 
. \d-

\ison Board 
Edith Oeeg;en 
I.arr. C:olor Bearer,... 

Re,. Paul Kanupp of St. 
\1atthcw Lutheran Chun·h 
wa,.. \laster of Ceremoni
es. and l\1rs. '1ar) Lou 
\lorphy past Historian read 
the histor) of the ladies 
\II\ i I ian from the 
1975. 

Twent\ ~car memlwr;.hip 
1·anl~ were a\~anlcd to: 
\lan \lt"Ginnit!. Henr! 
\ll'Ginnit!, Frarn·i,.. 
die. Edward Si:-;,.on. 
Sisson, Rill Spin•r 
\Ian C:ook. 

·\fter installation ('\Cl")· 

one was led in pra~er h~ 
Rt'\. Rau, and all cnjo! crl 
a deli('io11s dinner followed 

m11sil' h~ tlw 
~ 
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~~ -~~~~ VFD elects woman 
The Hyde Park Volunteer Fire De- In breaking the ice as an active 

partment has elected Ruth Alban firefighter with the company, Mrs. 
pr"sicfent, the fi rst woman lo se.rve in !ban wa 'oined by two daughters, 
that capacity for any volunt r :Q9m- two tlaughters, Diana, 20, and Sfen .... , 
pany in Baltimore County. 21 . ~other daughter, Ruth Ann Byers 

A mother of five children, Mrs. of Middlesex, plans to join, and a son 
Alban has been an active firefighter in John, 16, recently b ... ~Jme a proba- · 
the company since 1977 and "hasn't tionary member. 
missed a fire." Mrs. Alban will serve as the admin- • 

The 42-year-old Tampa Road resi- istrative head of the company while I 
dent said her decision to become a Capt. Dave Beverage was named in 
firefighter followed more than 20 charge of fi re-line members 
years of service to the Hyde Park -- ----- ~ ~~------
Ladies Auxiliary. Though the new.president said she 

has worked every fire that HPVFD has 
handled, she said she has never been 
injured and expressed full confidence 
in the abi!!ty of wcmen firefighters. 

The Hyde Park Volunteer Fire De
partment Inc. and the Ladies Auxiliary 
held their joint isntallation in January. 
New fire-line officers for the year are: 
~ave Beverage, Captain; Sam Kalb, 
First Lt.; Joseph Goles, Second Lt.; 
Joseph Schield, Sergeant and John 
Alban Sr., Engineer. 

Administrative officers are: Ruth 
Alban, President; Joseph Schield Vice 
president;. Diana Alban, Secr~tary; 
James Schield, Treasurer· Sam Kalb 
Chaplain and Milton Gol~s Sr., Social 
Steward. 

All officers were installed by Ernest 
Mack, past president of the Baltimore 
County Volunteer Firemens Associa
tion. 

New officers of the Ladies Auxiliary 
are: Betty Kalb, President· Catherine 
Ray, Vice President; Pat 'oavenport, 
Secretary; Ruth Alban, Treasurer and 
Ruth Byers, Chaplain. 

President Betty Kalb named her 
committees chairman as Sunshine 
Brenda Alban and Sergeant at Arms' 
Roberta Bew. f ' 

~,)-lf 
. J'lb'1 

Firemen Host Open House To Display Engine 
OPEN HOUSE FEATURES NEW ENGINE ••• The Middle River Volunteer Fire Company is 
holding an open house April 27, 1-6 p.m., to show off the firemen's recently ~urchased $33,000 
diesel pumper--the largest capacity pumper in the county. The new pumper emits 1250 gallons of 
water per minute and it carries over 3,000 feet of hose. f 
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Chase Fire Station Due Within 3 Years 
by William Pacer 

Within three years Engine 55 
and Ambulance 55 will be serving 
the residents of the Chase- Oliver 
Beach area, said Paul H. Rein
eke, chief of the Baltimore 
County Fire Department. 

The station will be constructed 
at one of three sites recom
mended by area residents. One 
property is a 3.82-acre tract 
formerly used as a railroad 
station. 

"Primary consideration is for 
the Penn Central land, " said 
Charles Kazlo, president of the 
Oliver Beach Improvement 
Association. "It is now a vacant 
piece of property and a total 
eyesore to the community . If a 
.fire station is built there, it will 
certainly be kept a lot nicer, and 
it will no longer be a dumping 
ground. " 

The property is located near the 
Chase Post Office . 

The remaining two sites are 
situated on Minnow Branch 
Road. 

The three locations will be 
presented to the Site Evaluation . 

Committee , composea of 
•members of the Department of 
Planning, to review the 
'properties in regard to en
vironmental impact, safety, 
zoning and other similar con
siderations. 

According to a spokesperson for 
the Chief Reineke, the Site 
Evaluation Committee should 
announce a final decision by 
April ~ . 1979. 

The selected location will then 
go to the Bureau of Land 
Acquistion for negotiations for 
the purchase price and soil 
borings to ascertain if the land is 
swamp, rock, etc. This process 
could take six months to a year. 

The Fire Department already 
has $86,000 appropriated for site 
acquisition and preliminary 
studies. 

Steps for architectural planning 
and selection of a builder of the 
station will encompass ap
proximately another year. 
Construction of the fire house 
from groundbreaking to com
pletion will also take a year. -

Steeped in controversy, the 

Chase Fire Station received 
official approval when County 
Executive Donald P. Hutchinson 
promised to include $649,000 for 
construction purposes in the 1979 
to 1980 Capital Improvement 
Budget. 

Kazlo was elated when in
formed that the long-sought fire 
house will soon be a reality. 

"We got the main thing we 
wanted," said Kazlo. "We got 
ambulance service with a fire 
engine." 

According to fire records dated 
July 1, 1977 through June 30, 1978,

1 
the new paid fire house would 
have had about 349 fire engine 
responses and 565 ambulance 
responses . 

The new station will supplement 
fire engines from Bowleys 
Quarters , Middle River and 
Cowenton volunteers and am
bulance service p.rovided by 
Middle River Ambula: ~e Rescue 
and Cowenton volunteers. 

Obviously pleased with the 
action, Kazlo summed up his 
feelings with , "Thank you , 
Baltimore County."/ 





B~l~ Q1'iarters Fire D~pt. 

To Dedicate New Engine 
The public is invited to attend 

the dedication ceremony for a 
new engine at the Bowleys · 
Quarters and Vicinity Volunteer 
Fire Department to be held at 2 
PM on Sunday April 29, at the 
station, located on Bowleys 
Quarters Road approximately 
one mile from Eastern Avenue 

pumper-t' nker which was sold 
last fall. 

has primary responsibility to 
respond to all fires in the Eastern 
Avenue section of .,the County, 
east of Stevens Road. Areas 
included are Bengies, Chase, 
Carrollwood, the Eastern 
A venue-ex tended comm unities 
including Oliver ~each, and 
entire Bowleys Quarters 

The addition of new Engine 212 
gives the Bowleys Quarters 
Station twb modern well
equipped engines, a combination 
~scue squad and light truck, a 

ep brush unit and a rescue 

Following the dedication, ther.., · 
will be an open house so that 
members of the community can 
view all the equipment housed at 
the Bowleys Quarters station . A 
fire prevention program will be 
exhibited. 

boat, in adrliticm to the many pennisula. 

other smaller pieces of equip
ment used to serve the com
munity. 

Also on display will be the 20-
foot Prowler Travel Trailer 
which will be given away at the 
end of the Bowleys Quarters Fire 
Deparh,pent Carnival the week of 
June 11 through 16. Refresh
ments will be available in the hall 
during the open house. 

During the open house, mem
bers of the Bowleys Quart' r,,. 
Department will be availab~- to 
explain the use of various 1"'1obtle 
apparatus as well as other 
equipment 
T~e_ Bowleys Quarters ~tation 

The engine to be dedicated is a 
1979 Mack 1.000 gallon per minute 

Ceremonies 
set for 

"~Dg~'le7?' 
~ ceremony 'Cring the dedi

cation of a new fire engine at the 
Bowl~ys Quarters and Vicinity Volun
teer Fire Department, will be held at 2 
p.m. Sun., April 29 at the station 
located. on Bowleys Quarters Road; 
approximately one mile from Eastern 
Avenue . 
. f?ll?w!ng the dedication, the pub
lic is invited to view the equipment 
~oused at the Bowleys Quarters Sta
tion. 

Me.mbers of the department will 
explain the use of various mobile 
apparatus, and the types of equip
ment .the engines carry. 

A fire prevention display will also 
b~ f.eatured, and literature will be 
distributed to visitors. 

Refreshments will be availabe in the 
hall du~ing the open house. 

, The fire engine.to be dedicated is a 
1979 Mack, 1,000 gallon per minute 
pumpertank~r, which will be desig
nated as Engine 212. It will replace a 
1962 Mack pumper/tanker sold last 
fall. 

The addition of the new 
gives the Bowleys Quarters Station 
two modern, well equipped engines, 
a combination rescue squad and light 
truck, a Jeep brush unit, and a rescue 
boat, in addition to other smaller 
pieces of equipment used to serve the 
community. · 

The responsibility of the Bowleys 
Quarters Station is to respond to fires 
in the Eastern Avenue section of the 
county, east of Stevens Rd. Areas 
included in the coverage are Bengies, 
Chase, Carrollwood, and the Eastern 
Avenue extended l:ommunities in
cluding Oliver Beactf. Also, the 
Bowleys Quarters Peninsula. 

Squad 213 is assigned to cover sev
eral surrounding areas as a rescue or 
light truck unit. Equipment from the 
Bowleys Quarters Station also assists 
neighboring stations on first alarm 
fires. 

"Having a second modern, high 
quality pumper/tanker is a valuabe 
asset in covering the large area served 
by the Bowleys Quarters Station," said 
a spokesman. 

The members of the Bowleys Quar
ters Station invites the public to 
familarize themselves with the equip
ment available to the community for 
better service. 



Huffines Ri~l1ts Violated, 
Rules Circ11itC011rt J11dge 

u."~ c-~ .){. 1c; 7 ~ 
by William Pacer '- · He noted the court decisfon only 

A fire lieutenant's constitutional concerned the issue of free 
rights were violated when the speech and did not question the 
County Fire Department personnel procedures. 
disciplined him for a letter he "It did not attack the integrity 
sent to The Avenue, ruled Judge of our hearing system," said 
Walter R. Haile of the Baltimore Jacobson. 
County Circuit Court last A spokesperson for Baltimore 
Thursday. County Fire Chief Paul H. 

The letter, written by Reineke said he will be reviewing 
Lieutenant Carroll W. Huffines, the judicial order with the ad
Jr., 37, a firefighter assigned to ministrative staff and the Office 
the Essex paid station, and of Law before any decisions are 
published last July in The rendered concerning an appeal. 
Avenue, criticized then County Chief Reineke had imposed a 
Executive Ted Venetoulis for penalty of a transfer to 
using the fire department as "his Halethorpe and the loss of 14 · 
private slave labor to do his leave days upon Huffines. 
bidding." However none of these measures 

The judicial decision over- were ever implemented due to a. 
turned rulings by a fire depart- temporary injunction that 
ment hearing board and a trial' delayed any action until the court 
board of the County's Personnel, reached a final verdict after 
and Salary Advisory Board hearing the full case. 
against Lieutenant Huffines. The imposition of disciplinary 
Judge Haile issued a permanent action by the fire department was 
injunction forbidding punishment based on the inaccuracy of 
for the letter. certain comments in the letter 
The controversial letter ac- and not on the fact that Huffines 

cused the former county wrote the letter. 
executive of misusing the fire Judge Haile said, "The 
department to benefit his "pet evidence proves that the inac
project," the Baltimore County curate statements contained in 
Fair, held at the Glenn L. Martin the letter were only partially 
State Airport. wrong." 

Lieutenant Huffines claimed The crux of the conflict focused 
that the use of a fire engine to fill on Huffines' assertion that a 
animal water tanks left the Essex Cedar Bea~ family was "burned 
area partially without out" of their home while an 
professional fire protection. He engine was tanking water at the 
said a private firm should have County Fair. Fire officials 
been hired, but such an action challenged the allegation and 
would have cost the fair money, claimed the fire only caused $200 
whereas, "it cost nothing (except damage. 
Baltimore County taxpayers> for In testimony, Huffines admitted 
Mr. Venetoulis to order ... " the the term "burned out" was 
fire department to do the work. inaccurate and misleading. 

Lieutenant Huffines was un- He explained, "It has a certain 
characteristically speechless meaning to firefighters, that a 
when informed Friday of his family cannot inhabit its house 
victory. due to fire damage. My superior 

After a few moments, ·he said, officer suggested that I put that 
"I'm so damn happy. It recon- in the letter. 
firms my faith in the Constitution Judge Haile rwed tnat the letter 
and the American judicial written by Huffines "did not hurt . 
system. As a veteran I was proud or imperil the discipline or 
to serve my country and I am operation of the fire department. 
more proud of my country now." Ironically, the Huffines decision 

Lieutenant Huffines, first vice came exactly one week after The 
president of the Baltimore Avenue reported that a volunteer 
County Professional Firefighters firefighter, William Pacer, was 
Association, Local 1311, said, "I suspended from the Mid-
feel very grateful for the verbal dleborough Volunteer Fire 
and written support given to me Company for writing an articie 
by colleagues and the citizens of quoting police allegations against 
Essex. The firefighters union the fire company. 1 
backed me 100 per cent." 
Leonard S. Jacobson, County 

Solicitor, said, "I haven't had a 
chance to talk to the Chief about 
filing an appeal." 

Fire~Co. To Revic1~ 
Susji~t{Sih.r'Of Pacer 
The Middleborough Volunteer Representing Mr. Pacer is .Ms. 

Fire Company is. scheduled to Barbara Mello of the American 
review the suspension of William Civil Liberties Union. 
Pacer for writing a story in The The A.C.L.U. has reportedly 
Avenue which contained police sent a letter to Chief Deckelman 
allegations that company advising him that the suspension 
members hindered operations at is in violation of Mr. Pacer's 
a drowning April 1. Constitutional rights and that 

Mr. Pacer said, "On April 12 I legal action is contemplated if the 
was requested to be at a meeting situation is not rectified. 
with representatives of the "Neither I nor my attorney 
Baltimore County Volunteer have heard anything from 
Firemen's Association and the Middleborough since the April 12 
Middleborough Volunteer Fire meeting," sai~ Mr. Pacer. ( 
Company. Although a statement 
of charges should have been 
presented to the membership of 
Middleborough the following 
Thursday, Middleborough Fire 
Chief Jack Deckelman was 
scheduled to be out-<>f-town then. 
Therefore, we all agreed to 
postpone any action until May 3. 
Everyone in the meeting signed a 
document to that affect." 

As of press time, Mr. Pacer had 
not received a statement of 
charges. Efforts to reach Chief 
Deckelman have been un
succesi;ful. 

The situation developed when 
Mr. Pacer wrote a story for The 
Avenue relating information in 
police incident reports that 
members of the Middleborough 
Volunteer Fire Company failed to 
assist police when a civil distur
bance broke out at Markley's 
Marina following the drowning of 
a six-year-<>ld boy. A 17-year-<>ld 
Middleborough firefighter was 
later charged with refusing to aid 
police after he allegedly declined 
to radio for assistance. 

Following publication of the 
article, Mr. Pacer, a member of 
Middleborugh Volunteer Fire 
Company for two and half years, 
was suspended by Chief 

eckelman. 



ring:n the new engine 
The Bowleys Quarters Volunteer Fire Department r.ecently held dedication ceremonies for its new fire engine. 
Members of the department explained the use of various pieces of apparatus following the ceremony, and a fire 
p~eventi~n display was also made available to the public. The new Engine 212 replaces an older model which was sold 

last fall. At left, Patrick Slifker, age 14, gets the feel behind the wheel of the new piece of equipment. At center, Paul 
Kanupp (left), fire department chaplain and pastor of St. Matthews Lutheran Church, and Paul H. Reineke (right), 
chief of the county fire department, participated in the edication ceremony. t\t right, Deputy Fire Chief Charles O. 

Weinreich calls the new engine into service. f 3 .. ? ~ • 
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The Bowleys Quarters Volunteer Fire Department 
held a dedication ceremony for its new engine on 
Sunday, April 29. Paul Kanupp (left) was the master 

Photo by Vicky Cornell 

of ceremonies, and Deputy Fire Chief Weinreich 
called the engine in service. 

New Fire Engine Dedicated 
By William Pacer 

The Bowleys Quarters Volun
teer Fire Company officially 
placed their new Mack pumper in 
service Sunday afternoon. The 
honor of informing Fire 
Department Communications 
that the fire engine was ready to 
begin protecting the community 
fell to Baltimore County Deputy 
Chief Charles 0 . Weinreich. 

Also on hand at the 2 PM 
ceremony were Baltimore 
County Fire Chief Paul H. 
Reineke, Batatalion Chiefs 
Donald Rice and Edward Strieb, 
and representatives from the 
State anc,\ County Volunteer 
Firemen's Association. 

The new apparatus has a 500-
gallon tank and is capable of 
pumping 1,000 gallons of water a 
minute. The rig replaced a 1963 
Mack which had a pumping 
capacity of 750 gallons of water 
per minute. 

Visually, the new engine and I.he 
old engine are almost identical . 

The old unit was sold to a 
volunteer fire company being 
formed in Virginia. 

Although _ the new engine, 
designated Engine 212, officially 
responded to its first call , a field 
'fire, on Sunday afternoon, it 
actua"y saw service a few weeks 
ago. 

While out driver-training, the 
Bowleys Quarters station was ' 
alerted for a field fire behind 
Ewings Tire Company. Since the 
engine was nearby, Engine 212 
went to the scene. A field and 
several outbuildings were ablaze. 
Even though it was not in ser

vice, the new engine was used to 
tank water. 

The new engine was ordered in 
March 1978, and cost $78,000 to 
put on the road. 

Lieutenant Rick Fischer said, 
"We have extended our fund 
drive for the sole purpose of 

paying for Engine 212. 
Firefighting is an expensive 
business. " 

Among their fundraising efforts 
is a "Choice Drawing," aimed at 
giving the winner of a raffle the 
choice of 20-foot Prowler Travel 
Trailer, a 1979 Datsun B-210, or 
$3,000 cash. 

The drawing will be held on 
June 16, the last day of the 
Bowleys Quarters Volunteer Fire 
Company Carnival. 

The Travel Trailer will be 
exhibited May 5 at the Country 
Ridge Shopping Center, May 12 at 
the Hawthorne Shopping Center, 
May 19 at the Kenwood Shopping 
Center, May 26 at the Middlesex 
Shopping Center, and June 9 at 
th" Carroll Island Shopping 
Center. 

Raffle tickets can be purchased 
on those days. 

For iurther information, call 
335-ss20. t 



Baltimore County Firefig 
end year at Stemmers Run 

ters 

~>rvt-i- £~ 7- I.-· 1977 
The Baltimore County Firefighters · tace a new team every hour and 45 "We are still behind our goal and 

Local 1311 enters the final weekend minutes as they seek to exceed their look to the good people of Essex, 
of softball action for the benefit of previous fund-raising events. Middle River, Dundalk, Wilson Point 
the Muscular Dystrophy Fund with a In 1975, they raised $3500 for the and Aero Acres to help us meet the 
marathon game at Stemmers Run MD Fund and last year raised over 1977 goal." 
School starting Sept. 4 at 7 p.m. $5200. The firefighters urge all of the in-

To date, they have raised $2385 but terested fans to be at the Marathon 
They will play for 22 hours and hope to boose that by $4215 more in starting on Sunday and, when the fire 

special guest speakers will be on contributions by Mon., Sept. 5, at 6 boot is passed around, to give 
hand as well as television per- p.m. generously for the cause. 
sonalities. The firemen have played Franklin "Let's hejp our most appreciative 

Additionally, there will be a sky- Square Hospital, the Martin CB'ers, fans such as Ted and his brother Jim-
diving event, Smokey the Bear and the Seneca coaches, the Ferdians my Cunningham who are the State 
Yogi the Bear who will both have Girls, the Overlea men's team and Poster Chilr;Jren stricken by Muscular 
special gifts for all of the youngsters. the Baltimore Colts. Dystrophy/' says Cliff. 

The Firefighters, meanwhile, will But, says n:ia.nager Clifford Roush, He also notes that those wh o can-
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Suspension Of Firefighter 

Not Yet Resolved 
The suspension of a volunteer 

firefighter from the Mid
dleborough Volunteer Fire 
Company for writing an article in 
The Avenue is apparently still 
Wtresolved. 

When contacted this week, 
Middleborough VolWtteer Fire 
Chief Jack Deckehnan refused to 
comment on the suspension of 
Avenue staff writer Mr. William 
Pacer. 

The case stems from a 
drowning incident that occurred 
at Markleys Marina on April 1. · 
At the time, police claimed that 
members of the Middleborough 
Volunteer Fire C.ompany hlir 
dered police operations. A 1~ 
year-old Middleborougb 
Volunteer firefighter was 
charged with failing to assist a 
police officer after he allegedly 
refused to get on the radio and 
call for assistance. 

"I have heard nothing, and as 
far as I know my attorney has 
heard nothing from Chief 
Deckelman or Middleborough 
concerning my status," said Mr. 
Pacer. 

When Mr. Pacer asked Chief 
Deckehnan for a comment before 
the original article was 
published, Chief Deckelman 
reportedly informed him that he 
would be suspended if he 
published anything about the fire 
company. In a phone con
versation following publication, 
Chief Deckehnan told Mr. Pacer 
he was suspended. 
The following 

April 12, a meeting was held in 
Timonium with .Mr. Pacer and 
representatives of the Baltimore 
County Volunteer Firemens 
Association and the Mid
dleborough Volunteer Fire 
Company, including Chief 
Deckehnan. At this meeting, a 
paper was signed by all parties 
present promising a disposition 
be made on May 3. It was in
dicated that the matter would be 
brought up to the general 
membership of the Mid
dleborough Volunteer Fire 
Company at that time. 

However, because of another 
commitment, Mr. Pacer was 
unable to attend the May 3 
meeting. Mr. Pacer did write a 
letter explaining his absence and 
requested the letter be read as his 
defense at the meeting. 

According to the by-laws of 
Middleborough, "All charges 
made by a member against 
another shall be made in 
writing ... and presented at a 
regular meeting." 

Mr. Pacer said, "I have 
received no statement of 
charges. The only thing in 
writing that even mentions 
suspension is the docmnent we 
signed in Timonium." 

He added, "Last week I called 
Chief Deckehnan and asked him 
what my status was. He replied, 
'I don't know, what is your 
status?' He promised to get back 
with me with an answer, but I 
have still heard nothing." I 

not attend. th~ Marathon Softball 
Game can eot#fibut~ at their local 
firehou5es whete,fire boots are kept 
for contribut(ons. 

"I would like to thank Sen. (State) 
Don Hutchinson who has aided us 
with his support .On and off the 
field," says Cliff. 

The firefighters have q:ime out 
play softball all summer after their 
normal 54-hour work week to raise 
funds for the Muscular Dystrophy 
Fund and, Roush gives credit to the 
local merchants, spectators and 
players who have also contributed of 
both their time and money. 

"But let's make our goal for 1977," 
urges Cliff Roush of the Baltimore 
County Firefighters Local 1311, "this 
weekend at Stemmers Run." '&" 



AWARDING FIREFIGHTERS Is William Seitz (center), president of the Battlmore County Fire Fighters Association Local 
No. 1311, located at 838 Eastern Boulevard, for outstanding performance of duty. Lt. John Cavallio (second from left) of 
the Middle River Station 12 and Fireman Chartes Pollock (second from right) atso of Middle River Station 12 we{e given 
commendation awards recently for their courageous efforts to rescue Barry Burnstein who drowned last May 1 in 
Darkhead Creek. The two firemen attempted several dives Into dangerous water to try to locate the victim disregarding 
the danger to them. Looking on durlnU the recent presentation are David L. Corb~n. (left) secretary-treasurer of the coun· 

ty fire fighters association, and George A. Reed, (right) recording secretary. ;;;.,, 

Volunteer firefighter ~ 
will return to duty ~~q71 
In response to last week's 

m~ssage from Jack Deckelman, 
chief of the Middleborough 
Volunteer Fire Company 
s~~ended volunteer firefighte~ 
William Pacer has agreed to 
return to duty. . 

A statement issued by Pacer's 
attorney, Barbara Meno advised 
that Pacer "~ill begin ~ending 
regular meetmgs and will report 
f~r. work as usual, on the con
~ti~n . that no record of any 
~sciplmary action is contained in 
his personnel file." 

Should. any mention of the 
s~pension remain in Pacer's 
fil.e. Mellow advised that her 
client. would file legal action to 
have it removed on the grounds 
that "the charges against him 
were not presented in a 
reaso~a~le amount of time." 

The mcident originated in April 
at a .drowning at the Markley's 
Marma. Police charged that 
members of the Middleborough 
Volunteer. Fire Company hin
dered their operations. A 17-year-

old Middleborough volunteer was 
ch~rged ~ith failing to assist a 
police officer after he allegedly 
refused to call for assistance. 

Pacer contends that he was 
suspen~ed. as a result of articles 
on the mcident he wrote in The 
Avenue .. Deckelman, however, 
stated .m his letter that the 
s~pen~ion was "a direct result of 
(h.is) conduct toward an officer of 
this company to the point that it 
b.ec a~ e dis res Pe ct f ul' 
disobedient, and unbecoming of a 
member of the Middleborough 
Volunteer Fire Company." 

Last month District Court 
Judge David Bates ruled that 
seven. adul~s were guilty of in
terferm~ with police activity at 
the April 1 incident. Bates also 
~oted that the police acted 
pr~perly and did not use ex

cessive force" in apprehending 
the defendants. 
_Pacer has been a staff writer 

smce The Avenue's inception in 
October, 1974. I 

Ju_ly 26, 1~7~ 
--·---

Photo by Vicky Cornell 
Norman Lauenstein, (left), fifth district county councllman, hands 
the keys for a new ambula_!1ce to Earl F. Moore, a paramedic and a 30-
year veteran of the Baltimore County Fire Department. Fire chief 
Paul Reinecke (center) looks on. This new ,ambulance, at a cost of 
$27 ,000, will replace a 1974 model which had traveled In exceu of 
100,000 miles over the past five years. This new model a..__,_.,_..;:., 
which provides more room for emergency medical per:.o 
of six to be placed in service throughout the co~ty. I 
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Baltimore County Public Library Legacy Web 

TOPIC: Firefighting Equipment - Essex 

Reserve Fire Engine #13, a 1940 Seagrave and Dundalk's second engine. The vehicle is seen 
parked in the rear of the old Essex Station on Eastern Avenue. This photo was taken the day after a 
fire which wiped out the shopping center on the other side of Eastern Avenue. 

Date: August 3, 1957 
Photographer: unknown 
Source: Gary Kadolph 
(The digitized image of this photograph has been edited to improve its appearance.) 

Please reference this number for inquiries about orderin_g_Q.rints*: 6043019 
•For some photographs, prints may not be available. 

---- - -- - -----· 
Go to Leg,§cy Web Search I Home 
Baltimore County History Page 
Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Back to BCPL Home Pa~ 

Take the Baltirnore..Cou_oty History Qu~. 

Baltimore County Public Library, Towson Maryland USA 
Feedback (Please provide reference number.) 

http://extemal.bcpl.lib.md. us/hcdo/cfdocs/photopage.cfm ?id= 1109 
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Baltimore County Public Library Legacy Web 

TOPIC: Firehouses - Essex 

The combined Essex police station and firehouse #7, located on Eastern Avenue. Later, the building 
was given to the Heritage Society of Essex & Middle River. 

Date: 1960s 
Photographer: unknown 
Source: Baltimore County Police Department 
(The digitized image of this photograph has been edited to improve its appearance.) 

Please reference this number for inquiries about ordering_ prints*: 5536015 
• For some photographs, prints may not be available. 

Go to Legacy Web Search I Home 
_6~JtiJJlO_[~J;91111tyjjis_.t9_ry Pc;ig~ 
Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Back to BCPL Home Pag~ 

Take the BalJimore County History Quiz. 

Baltimore County Public Library, Towson Maryland USA 
Feedback (Please provide reference number.) 

http:/ !external. bcpl.lib.md. us/hcdo/cfdocs/photopage.cfm ?id=8016 
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Baltimore County Public Library Legacy Web 

TOPIC: Museum 

Photo of the Essex and Middle River Heritage Society Museum at 516 Eastern Boulevard in Essex. 
The building was formerly the Essex Police Fire House, and was designed by G. Walter Tovell in 
1921. 

Date: 1980s 
Photographer: from a postcard. Printed by the Randy Cogar Pinting Company 
Source: unknown 
(The digitized image of this photograph has been edited to improve its appearance.) 

Please reference this number for inquiries about ordering prints*: 26399015 
• For some photographs, prints may not be available. 

Go to Leg.§91 Web Se~rctil Home 
Baltimore County History Page 
Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Back to BCPL Home Page 

Take the Baltimore County Hlstory_Qyg. 

Baltimore County Public Library, Towson Maryland USA 
Feedback (Please provide reference number.) 

http:/ !external. bcpl.lib.md. us/hcdo/cfdocs/photopage.cfm ?id=21800 
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